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§G-Our abstract of foreign news will be found to 
e more than usually interesting—especially the 
ccounts from Spain and Mexico. 


{r$-The present sheet contains a letter from Mr. 
‘an Buren, and one from gen. Harrison, in reply 
ocertain queries propounded to them by Mr. Sher- 
od Williams, of Kentucky. They will be read 
vith interest at this particular crisis. 


The secretary of war, who has been recently ap- 
pointed minister to France, left Washington on 
unday last for New York to make arrangements 
this approaching departure. He is expected to 
eturn in time to receive the volunteer companies 
om Baltimore on.their visit to Washington next 
Jonday. 
Mr. Butler, attorney general of the United States, 
vill be (it is stated in the Georgetown Metropoli- 
n), “age at the head of the war department du- 
ing the remainder of the present administration. 

e learn from the same apes: that Mr. Forsyth, 
ecretary of state, is too much indisposed to attend 
9 the duties of his station. 


Rothschild, the celebrated London banker, died 
| Frankfort on Thursday, July 28, aged fifty-one 
ears. He was at Frankfort on a visit to his son, 
when attacked, and his illness was of several weeks 
uration. This event has caused a great sensation 
n the financial and political world, and will be felt 
n all quarters. He was the great head of the firm, 
wd the principal projector of all its financial 
chemes—and swayed princes and ministers by the 
ower of immense wealth. 





























THE Army. By the adjutant general’s report 
ublished in the present sheet, (page 21), it will be 
een that, in the 1st regiment of dragoons, and in 
he Ist, 2d, 83d, and 4th regiment of artillery, and in 
the 2d, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th.regiments of infantry, 
there have been, since July 6, 54 promotions, 25 re- 
signations, and 4 who have declined appointment.— 
Of the resignations, 7 were captains, 8 Ist lieuten- 
ants, and 10 2d lieutenants. During the same time 
there had been but five deaths among the officers 
who are enumerated in this list. 





THE PRESIDENT. A public dinner was given 


SURPLUS REVENUE. The editor of a West In- 
dia paper, called the “Bermudian,” thus speaks of 
the bill for the distribution of the surplus revenue. 
He says: ‘‘We believe it is a singular instance for 
a government to acknowledge it has more money 
than it rightfully can dispose of, and an extra- 
ordinary state of things when that power which is 

enerally viewed as an extortioner of the means of 
the country, should be seen pouring back on the 
people its stores of treasure to be disposed of by 
them as they should seem fit.” 


CHoLerA. By the following official communi- 
cations, it will be seen that the cholera has made its 
appearance in Charleston, S.C. The disease ap- 
pears to be chiefly confined to the colored popula- 
tion and persons of intemperate habits. Chichen 
ton, it will be recollected, was one of the cities 
which were almost entirely exempted from the dis- 
ease in 1832. 

Office board of health, Charleston, Aug. 31. 

At the joint request of the committee of council 
and a special committee of the board of health, Dr. 
T.Y. Simons submitted the following report, which 
was accepted, ordered to be recorded and publish- 
ed. Extract from the minutes. 

A. G. Howarp, Mo. p. clerk. 

The board of health having pres themselves 
to give immediate notice to the citizens, should 
sufficient evidence be exhibited of the existence of 
cholera asphyxia in our city, feel it their duty to 
report that eleven cases of that disease have been 
announced to their special committee, since yester- 
day, (Tuesday), at 1 o’clock, P. M. of which two 
have terminated fatally. The board will hereafter 
give a faithful statement every day, of all cases 
'which shall have been reported to the committee 
during the previous twenty-four hours; and in or- 
der to insure the fullness and accuracy of that state- 
ment, they earnestly request every medical practi- 
tioner of the city and neck, to furnish their clerk, 
Dr. A. G. Howard, with a daily account of the ca- 
ses under their treatment, and also of the result of 
such cases before 12 o’clock, M. The board 
would, therefore, advise the citizens to place confi- 
dence only in the report which their special com- 
mittee will publish daily; and to give no credence 
whatever to the exaggerated rumors that are now 








to him in the vicinity of Nashville. A large multi- 
tude present. George V. Campbell and Dr. Felix 
Robertson presided, assisted by 9 vice presidents. 
The toast in honor of the president, was as follows: 
‘‘Qur illustrious guest: The president of the Unit- 
ed States. By maintaining the true principles of 
republicanism, and a sound construction of the con- 
stitution, he has disappointed his enemies and ful- 
filled the most sanguine expectations of his friends. 
The great measures of his administration will con- 
tinue to be supported by the people.” 
_ After the enthusiastic shouts of approbation with 
which this toast was received had subsided, the 
president, in his usual dignified and feeling manner, 


returned his acknowledgments for the favorable | 


: We, 
sentiments expressed in the toast, and concluded 


by offering the following sentiment: 
ReruBLicaAN TENNESSEE: Her motto, “‘princi- 


ples not men’’—She will never abandon her good | 
old Jeffersonian democratic republican principles | 


nracticed, to 
e embraces 


which she has so long maintained and 
throw herself (on any occasion) into th 


of the federalists, the nullifiers or the new born | 


whigs. 
This sentiment was received and cheered by 
deafening thunders of applause. 
[ Richmond Enquirer. 


Marvettous escareE. The Philadelphia Ga- 
zette states thatthe hon. Henry Clay recently hada 
marvellous escape from death. He was riding on 
horseback in one of his fields, surveying his cattle, 
when a furious bull, maddened from some cause or 


other, rushed towards him, and plunging his horns 





| with tremendous force into the horse on which Mr. 


Clay was seated, killed the poor animal on the spot. 
The distinguished rider was thrown to the distance 


_ of several feet from his horse, and though somewhat 


hurt by the fall, escaped without material injury. 


CuieFr JusTicE oF NEw York. The senate 
met at New York on Tuesday last, when the nomi- 
nations by the governor of judge Nelson as chief 





}* justice and E. Cowan as associate judge, were con- 


firmed. Mr. Nelson was the senior judge, and as 
such, received the appointment of chief justice in 
accordance with invariable usage. 

Vor. LI.—Srs. 2. 


and will probably hereafter be promulgated. The 
board would again endeavor to impress upon the 
|public mind the absolute necessity of attending 
| to cleanliness, in the removal of filth and the puri- 
fication of out-houses and premises by a liberal use 
|of lime and the chloride of lime. To those who 
'may be unable to purchase those articles, they will 
be supplied gratis on application to any member of 
the board. THos. Y. Srmons, M. D. 

Chairman medical committee board of health. 


One o’clock P. M. Sept. 1. 

The special committee of the board have to re- 
port for the last twenty-four hours, three cases of 
| cholera; two under treatment, the other dead; of 
the eleven cases reported yesterday, four more 
deaths have occurred. The cases reported to-day 
are all blacks; of the eleven cases reported yester- 
day, two were whites and nine blacks. By order, 
| Tuos. Y. Simons, M. D. 

Chairman special committee. 
Sept. 2, 1 o’clock, P. M. 

The special committee of the board have to re- 
port for the last twenty-four hours, seven cases of 
cholera; six under treatment—the other dead, one 
white the remainder blacks. Of the three cases re- 
ported yesterday as under treatment, all have died. 

Sept. 3, 1 o’clock, P. M. 

The special committee of the board have to re- 
port for the last twenty-four hours, seventeen cases 
of cholera; two whites and fifteen blacks—two 
|dead, the others under treatment. Of the seven 
cases reported yesterday, two more have died—the 
others are convalescent. By order, 

Tuos. Y. Simons, M. bD. 
Chairman special committee. 

A: G. Howard, M. D. clerk. 

The city council of Charleston has passed an or- 
dinance imposing a penalty of $500 on every phy- 
sician who neglects or refuses to report such cases 
of cholera as arise in his practice in that city. 


THE corn TRADE. The N. Y. Journal of Com- 
merce of a late date, says: “Bread stuffs have hither- 
to constituted one of our principal articles of ex- 
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CS ARE AES OTSA SOP 
of $12,000,000. In 1835, (we speak, in both cases, 
of the commercial year, ending the 30th Septem- 
ber), the quantity was reduced one half, and the 
value about the same proportion. In 1831, the va- 
lue of bread stuffs imported was only $1,032, where- 
as in 1835 it had increased to $311,116. The year 
ending 30th of the present month will show still 
smaller exports of these articles, and larger im- 


ports. And the ensuing year from present ed 
ances, will very possibly show an amount of im- 


"age equal to the exports. Should the corn crop 
e cut off in the northernmost states, as it is now 
very liable to be by the early appearance of frost, 
the extraordinary phenomenon will probably occur, 
of the greatest grain-growing country in the world 
becoming dependant upon foreign countries for a 
portion of its bread.” 

From the following extract from the British agri- 
cultural report for July, it will be seen that an 
abundant harvest is anticipated, notwithstanding 
the confident predictions which were made about a 
failure, a few weeks ago. 

British agricultural report for July. The wheat is 
now in full ear, the barley beginning to ear, and 
both are miraculously covered. It has been re- 
marked that ‘a dry stunt is more easily overcome 
than a wet stunt,” and this appears to be the almost 
universal case this season. Up to this moment, 
when a gentle dew-like rain is falling (June 21,) 
the alternations of sun and shower have been ex- 
actly of that kind which constitutes, in farming 
language, “growing weather;”’? and coming just at 
this precise time, it rescues the scalds of the light 
soils from that disastrous destructive heat which of- 
ten burns up the produce about mid-summer. This 
must be taken in addition to the set-off against the 
failure of the coming harvest. That opinion is 
thoroughly against a greatly deficient crop, maugre 
the four predicted plagues—less sown—a late har- 
vest—thin in quantity, and bad in quality—is shown 
by the markets perseveringly declining. The buy- 
ers hold off, and though factors reluctantly give 
way, price falls. 

At most of the country markets, wheat was low- 
er last week, for the second time during the past 
month; and in Mark lane, the centre of information, 
it fell from 1 to 2. The last prices are in their 
range as last month, the fall being limited to parti- 
ticular qualities. Imperial averages, June 10,— 
wheat, 51s.; barley, 33s.-2s.; oats, 24s.-7s.; rye, 
358,-28.; peas, 41s.-7s. 





West Inpra 1stanps. The New York Jour- 
nal of Commerce has extracted the following statis- 
tical items from late files of Kingston papers. 

The value of exports and imports during the last 
year in the islands of Antigua, Barbadoes, Domini- 
ca, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, Nevis, St. Kitt’s, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Tobago, Tortola and Virgin 
islands, Trinidad, Bahamas, Bermudas, Demarara, 
Berbice, Honduras, are, for imports, £9,087,194. 
The exports during the same time, were £ 5,521,169. 
Increase of exports over the imports, £3,566,025. 

Productions. Sugar, coffee and rum are the three 
principal articles imported from the British West 
Indies into the United Kingdom. For the year 1830, 
the quantity exported in the above named islands, is 
as follows:—Sugars, 2,912,628 cwt. 2qs. 12 lbs. The 
number of lbs. of coffee exported, was 27,428,877. 
The rum (proof gallons) were 6,751,796. 

The population during the same year, and in the 
same places, was (males and females), 836,527. 

The currency of the West India islands is peculiar 
to itself, being an imaginary money, and different 
in different colonies. The following are the values 
of £100 sterling, and of a dollar, in the currencies 


of the different islands:— 
Sterling, Currency. Dollar. Currency. 


| Jamaica, £100 £140 1 6s. 8d. 
Barbadoes, £100 £135 1 6s. 3d. 
Windward islands, (ex- 
cept Barbadoes), £100 £175 1 8s. 3d. 
Leward islands, £100 £200 1 96. 





VALUE OF REAL ESTATE IN New York. From 
the New York Daily Advertiser. We have obtained 
the following highly interesting article, from an 
abstract of the assessors’ books, by which it will 
be seen that the taxable real estate, of this city, 
has reached over 226,000,000 dollars—an increase of 
$82,000,000 over that of last year. This sum was 








port, amounting in 1831 to within a small fraction 


considered so low, that the assessors raised it over 
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$70,000,000—making it upwards of $300,000,000. 
Notwithstanding the fire in the “Burnt District,” 
the value of property in the first ward 1s 10,000,000 
dollars above what it was last year; second ward, 
6,500,000 dollars; third, three and a quarter; fourth, 
one and a half; fifth, three and a half; sixth, three; 
seventh, three and a half; eighth, four and a half; 
ninth, four; tenth, three; eleventh, ten; twel{th, 
nearly forty; thirteenth, three; fourteenth, two and a 
half; fifteenth, six; sixteenth is taken off the twelfth. 
The growth of this city is truly unparalleled—last 
year the real estate was valued at $144,000,000, 
this year at over $300,000,000. An increase, we 
believe, that cannot find a parallel in the history of 
the world. What the amount of personal property 


have not yet been made up. 


Last year. This year. 


Ist ward $26,064,500 $36,270,500 
2d do. 13,800,000 19,712,600 
3d_—s do. 10,904,200 14,229,850 
4th do. 7,740,800 9,152,300 
5th do. 8,951,000 12,602, 100 
Gth do. 6,366,958 10,330,184 
7th do. 8,553,037 11,964,190 
8th do. 8,501,115 13,127,300 
9th do. 6,204,825 10,144,200 
10th do. 4,825,500 7.613,700 
lith do. 8,796,100 18,716,300 
including the 
2th do. 16th ward > 15,670,400 10,163,140 
last year. 
13th do. 2,993,300 4,920,550 
l4th do. 5,314,720 7,779,450 
15th do. 9,635,750 15,536,300 | 


l6ih do. 23,963,690 








$ 144,321,805 $226,246,404 


On the real estate, in addition to the above as- 
sessments, the Ist ward had 3 per cent. added; the 
3d, 11 per cent. the 4th, 15 per cent. the 5th, 8 per 
cent. the 6th, 8 per cent. the 7th, 2 per cent. the 
Sth 4 per cent. the 9th, 8 per cent. the Lith, 3 per 
cent. the 12th, 140 per cent. the 13th, 21 per cent. 
the 14th, 18 per cent. the 15th, 11 per cent. the 
16th, 4 percent. By the order of the board of as- 
sistants. 





BrivisH HARDWARE AND CUTLERY. The fol- 
lowing return of British hardware and cutlery, ex- 
ported from the United Kingdom, is copied from 
the New York Express. 


| In 1835 there were exported from England 2,810 
tons of unwrought steel—of which the U. States 
took 1,386 tons: in 1824 the export was only 570 
tons, of which 174 tons went to America. 

In 1833 the total value of the exports of hard- 
ware and cutlery amounted to £ 1,434,431—in 1834, 
to £1,466,361, and last year to £1,833,042—being 
an increase of 23 per cent. over 1834. For the 
same time the increase in our other ports was, 

Cotton goods 7 per cent. 
Silk 6 do. 
Woollen 18 do. 

Since 1820 the amount of all sorts of hardware 

and cutlery had more than doubled. 





Mexico. The population of the Mexican states 
consists of about 9,000,000 of freemen. Of these 
about 4,000,600 are unmixed Indians; 2,500,060 are 
Mestizos, or the mixed offspring of Spaniards and 
Indians; 1,500,000 are Creoles, or the unmixed off- 
spring of Spaniards; 1,000,000 are Washingangoes, 
or ofispring of Indians and negroes, including also 
the mulattoes; 100,000 are negroes; 10,000 Spa- 
niards born in Spain, and about 30,000 strangers, 
consisting of emigrants from various nations. J'rom 
this estimate, it seems that the Indians and Mesti- 
z0s form the bulk of the population. But it is said 
that they are in many respects superior to the Spa- 
niards and Creoles. They are honest, industrious 
and peaceable, and generally cultivators of the soil. 
Those only are addicted to vicious habits who live 
in the vicinity of large towns. ‘They are of a rud- 
dy complexion—small of stature, and have in gene- 
ral well formed features. Some of them are no 
smaller than the Spaniards, and many of their wo- 
men superior in beauty to the Creole women, on 
account of their rosy cheeks. The Indians are ex- 
cellent soldiers, well civilized, though still idola- 
tors, and they will undoubtedly form the democracy 
of the country, and being nowise inferior to the 
other races, are probably destined to rule the nation. 
The Mexicans, before they were conquered by the 
Spaniards, had already advanced very far in the arts 
of government and civilization. ‘The conquest has 
undoubtedly hastened their march of improvement, 
and if they do but retain their freedom, they will, 
in less than a century, in all probability be one of 
the greatest nations of the earth. [Boston Post. 





Currous SpanisH RELIC. Oneof the most cha- 
racteristic relics of the Spanish dominion in Louisi- 
ana is to be seen at the bureau of Mr. Ramos, 
register of births and deaths in St. Anne street. It 
is a picture well known to the inhabitants of New| 
Orleans, as having formerly belonged to Mr. Pedes- 
claux. It exhibits the termination of a long law suit 
which had been carried on with a ravenous spirit, 
and resulted in the enriching of the judge, and the 
total ruin of both suitors. The scene is the judge’s 
audience room; in the midst is his worship—fat, 
lazy and beastially selfish—on his table is a pile of 
gold. On either hand are the parties, both naked, 
one has under his arm the title papers or other do- 
cuments which are the trophies and fruits of his 
long misery. He exclaims with woe-begone exul- 
tation: “yo gane,” (I have won); the other asks 
‘‘que has ganado,’’ (what have you won)? the judge 
replies: “lo que tiene del brazo,” (what he holds 
under his arm). The picture has some marks of 
the Spanish school in drawing and coloring, though 
it has small pretensions to merit as a piece of art. 














: : Declared Quantoty. 
Countries to which exported. ie ay wet J 
United States of America, £978,491 11,062 | 
Asia 105,300 1,003 
British West Indies 93,661 1,134 
Brazil 85,096 1,143 
British colonies in N. America 84,259 1,202 
Mexico and states of S. America 74,893 815 
Germany 74,430 570 
Foreign West Indies 43,329 721 
France 43,272 315 
Italy 42,959 372 
Holland 86,195 303 
Portugal, Azores and Madeira 383,162 290 
Africa 50,567 386 
Russia 24,033 197 
Spain and the Canaries 19,608 148 
Belgium 16,691 142 
Guernsey,Jersey, Alderney & Man 10,058 75) 
Turkey and Continental Greece 7,106 55 | 
tibraltar 5,940 60 | 
Norway 3,646 46 | 
The Ionian Islands 3,459 33 | 
Prussia 3,451 48 | 
Malta 3,432 22 
Denmark 2,266 27 
Morea and Greek Island 1,400 1 
Sweden 1,271 9 

£1,833,042 20,197 


That is, in good round numbers, more than one- 
half of the whole cutlery and hardware exports of 
Great Britain are to the United States. 

The exports to France—where the population is | 
more than 33 millions—is only equal to one 35th 
part the quantity exported to the United States, | 
with a population of 15 milions. The French, as | 
well as ourselves, can make their own cutlery and | 
hardware, but choose to use the home made arti- 
cle, (though dearer) in preference to the cheaper 
article made in England. France refuses to have 
free trade—to exchange their wines and silks against 
English hardware, cutlery and muslin. The same 
srinciple extends to other parts of Europe, and the 
result is that the exports of cutlery and hardware 
to ALL parts of Europe are not ome to one quar- 
ter of what England sends to the United States. 








| pecially to the judges, is notorious wherever a 


The solemn satire conveyed in it is truly Spanish. 
Possessed, as Spain and her colonies were, of the 
best code of laws in the world, yet the custom of 
viving gratifications to the officers of the court, es- 


Spanish tribunal exists. The fable of the judge 








when the civil authorities attempted to take them 
into custody. The town sergeant, captain Townes, 
with the aid of some citizens, effected their cap- 
ture, at the imminent hazard of their own lives, 
ae themselves without arms, while Smith and 
Bell had various weapons. Smith attempted several] 
times to shoot Dr. J. B. Campbell, one of the ser- 
geant’s temporary assistants, who warded off the 
pistol, and George White, esq. received a ball, 
aimed at his heart, through his hand, coat and 
waistcoat. His active presence of mind in avoid- 
ing the direct aim, was his preservation. The de- 
cision and bravery of the gentlemen who seized the 
aggressors are highly commended. Smith and Bel| 
are both in jail, awaiting their trial. [Nat. Gaz. 





CARRIER PIGEONS. When a trained carrier pigeon 
is tossed, after making one or more circles, it rises 
in arapid spiralto an enormous height, before it 
takes its departure, and at that height it is suppos- 
ed to make its journey. The speed of the Ant- 
werp birds which are lighter and more finely made 
than the English breed, is supposed to be a mile 
aminute. They are more extensively used than 
is supposed in financial transactions; one eminent 
speculator at Antwerp keeps are eons. The 
value of a pair of well trained Dutch birds is £5, 

[ Sporting Magazine. 

[Carrier pene have been seldom used in this 
country. ‘The first on record or m memory, were 
those of sir John Wentworth, governor of the pro- 
vince of New Hampshire, who, previous to the re- 
volution, retired each summer from the government 
at Portsmouth to his country seat at Wolfborough, 
on the border of the Winnepisseogee lake, where 
in cases of emergency, he dispatched a pigeon charg- 
ed with instructions to Portsmouth, a distance on a 
line of about forty miles. He brought many of these 
birds from England, and their errands were per- 
formed with singular fidelity. ] [N. Y. Gaz. 





ELECTIONS. 
RHODE ISLAND. 

The Providence Morning Chronicle of Monday 
states, that the house will stand 40 administration 
and 32 whigs, or 8 majority. All the senate are 
administration. The majority in the house at the 
April election was six. 

MARYLAND. 

The senate of the state of Maryland is elected for 
five years by a college of electors chosen by the 
people. The electoral election was held on Mon- 
day last and resulted as follows: 

Baltimore city. 








Wards. Ridgely, (whig). Vansant, (V.B.) 
First ward 29] 351 
Second <« 335 390 
Third 66 289 §42 
Fourth « 279 601 
Fifth 66 429 406 
Sixth 6 333 633 
Seventh « 481 260 
Eighth « 266 563 
Ninth < 4A4 324 
Tenth << 291 514 
Eleventh « 4?1 576 
Twelfth « 310 650 

4,169 5,810 
4,169 


Vansant’s majority 1,641 


Baltimore county. 
( Whig.) (Van Buren.) 


Ellicott. Beil. 























Harryman, Taggart. 
who took the oyster and gave each party a shell, is Ist district 57 ” BS 391) 815 
too often almost true in the colonies. Some think! 94 &< 132 139 140 140 
that this picture relates to a real process (the name 3d << 198 198 76 "6 
of which is written on the bundle) which was once! 4+, « 41 4] 14] 14] 
heard in Louisiana. The artist is unknown. 5th =< 122 124 125 124 
[New Orleans Adverliser. 6th «“ 31 21 175 175 
7th sa 144 145 196 197 
ASSAULT ON AN EDITOR. Great excitement pre-| gth  « 123 117 173 172 
vails in Danville, Virginia, on account of an at- 9th « 29 25 143 146 
tack made by James M. Smith and Marcellus Bell,! yo¢nh « 60 58 63 65 
upon Thomas A. Terry, jr. editor of the Danville] y,¢h 9 « 102 09 105 105 
teporter. ‘The cause of the outrage was, certain! j2th  « 48 AR 97 07 
editorial comments on the delinquencies of a rela- wth <«“ 25 21 170 177 
tion of the first named gentleman, who was a mail| i. . , Pern 
contractor in_ that district. At the tavern of the 1,132 1,112 1,924 1,930 
place, one of the aggressors assailed Mr. Terry, Ke 
(who was unarmed, not expecting any violence to hei ent county. 
be offered him), with a heavy cane, while the other! ... Whig. Van Buren. ‘ 
with a pistol in each hand threatened death to any Vickers, rip Ringgold, 458 
one who would approach to relieve their victim. Gale, 545 | Miller, 459 
This defiance however was disregarded, and the Montgomery county. 
prostrate man was rescued from their murderous Whig. Van Buren. 
shes wounded severely but not fatally. The same, Gaither, 669 | Duvall, 663 


desperate spirit was manifested by the offenders, | Hardin, 640 | Chiswell, 569 
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Calvert county. 




















Whig. Van Buren. 

‘Kent, 403 | Wailes, 324 
Dalrymple, 393 | Mackall, 318 
Somerset county. 

Whig. 4 Van Buren. sie 

illi Ss 1,022 ong, 
ae 1,012 | Teackle, 683 
Worcester county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Spence, 107 | Parker, 1,041 
Franklin, 1,103 | Whitelock, 1,041 
City of Annapolis. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Brewer, 143 | Harwood, 162 
Anne Arundel county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Kent, 855 | Sellman, 1,017 
~ Ridgely, 855 | Linthicum, 1,015 
Alleghany county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Beall, 845 | Frantz, 736 
Bruce, 805 | Matthews, 744 
Washington county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 
Kershner, 1,147 | Wason, 1,536 
Seibert, 1,136 | Macgill, 1,519 

Frederick county. 

Whig. Van Buran. 

Bantz, 2,658 | Fisher, 3,168 
McKinstry, 2,647 | Quynn, 3,144 
Harford county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Moores, 880 | Hope, 1,066 
Arnos, 874 | Sutton, 1,059 
Charles county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Merrick, 401 | Stone, 264 
Brawner, 409 | Mitchell, 267 
Talbot county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 
Dickinson, — 593 | Lloyd, 567 
Dudley, 591 | Stevens, 568 

Caroline county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Charles, 545 | Keene, 598 
Ford, 539 | Fountain, 570 
St. Mary’s county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Leigh, 566 | Key, 515 
Hearn, 529 
Dorchester county. 

Whig. Van Buren. 

Hicks, 925 | Breerwood, 780 
Lake, 927 | White, 798 





{We have not yet received complete returns 
from Cecil, Prince George’s and Queen Anne’s coun- 
ties. They shall have a place in our next. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Whig. Van Buren. 

Alleghany, ‘ . ' 2 0 
Annapolis city, . ‘ . 0 1 
Anne Arundel, . ‘ 0 2 
Baltimore city, . . sole 1 
Baltimore county, . , 0 2 
Calvert, 2 0 
Caroline, . 0 2 
Cecil, 0 2 
Charles, 2 0 
Dorchester, . 2 0 
Frederick, 0) 2 
Harford, 0) 2 
Kent, ‘ 2 0 
Montgomery, J 1 
Prince George’s, 2 0 
Queen Anne’s, 0 2 
St. Mary’s, 2 0 
Somerset, 2 0 
Talbot, 2 () 
Washington, 0 2 
Worceste,r 2 0 
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ALABAMA. 


The Mobile Advertiser of the 25th ult. contains 
full returns from the whole state. From this state- 
nent, it appears that the state of parties in the next 
legislature will be as follows:— 


Whig. Van Buren. 


Senate, 18 12 

House of representatives, 46 44 
64 56 
56 


Majority on joint ballot, 8 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

The “Raleigh Register” of the 6th inst. contains 
a corrected list of the senators and members of the 
house of commons, recently elected—from which 
it appears, that the senate is composed of 26 whigs 
and 24 friends of Mr. Van Buren. The senator 
from Cumberland, it is said, will vote for the whigs 
in all leading questions. Inthe commons there are 
59 whigs and 61 friends of Mr. Van Buren. ‘This, 
observes the “‘Register,”’ gives a Van Buren majo- 
rity of 2 in the house, which, taken from the whig 
majority of 4 in the senate leaves a whig majority 
of 2 on joint ballot. But we learn from good au- 
thority, that col. Stockard, of Orange, will vote with 
the whigs. If so, it will die parties in the house, 
and still leave the whigs the benefit of their 4 ma- 
jority in the senate. 


FROM FLORIDA. 

The most important event which has transpired 
in Florida, since our last notice, is detailed in the 
following official communication from maj. Pierce, 
of the U. S. army, which we copy from the «‘Globe.” 

Micanopy, August 21, 1836. 

Str: I have the honor to report to you that I ar- 
rived here yesterday, and learning that there were 
Indians lurking about Fort Drane, ten miles from 
this post, I determined to make an expedition 
against them. For this purpose I marched, at two 
o’clock this morning, with 110 men and a piece of 
ordnance, fifty men commanded by captain Childs 
of the 3d artillery, and lieut. gee 3 of the 2d 
dragoons; fifty men by lieut. J. R. Irwin and heut. 
Herbert of the Istartillery. [arrived at Fort Drane 
about sunrise, attacked the Indians, who proved to 
be numerous, say 300, Miecasucky Indians, com- 
manded by Powell. Lieuts. Irwin and Herbert on 
the right, capt. Childs and lieut. Spalding on the 
left, the artillery in the centre, commanded by lieut. 
Pickell, all attacked them with great vigor and spi- 
rit, drove them three-fourths of a mile into an exten- 
tensive hammock, and in a hurried passage over the 
field counted ten dead. 

This engagement was well contested by the In- 
dians, who fought with determined bravery for 
more than an hour. The recesses to which they 
retired could not be penetrated by our exhausted 
and inferior force. I therefore marched the detach- 
ment back to Micanopy, leaving no killed or wound- 
ed on the field. Our loss was one killed and six- 
teen wounded, viz: lieutenant Betts (my adjutant) 
slightly wounded in the thigh; sergeants Dustin, 
(C) 4th artillery; Ares, (A) 3d artillery, wounded; 
corporals McKnight, (C) 4th artillery; North, (1) 
3d artillery; Dennis, (A) 3d artillery, wounded; ar- 
tificers Skiffington, (6) 4th artillery; Sinclair, (E) 
Ist artillery, wounded; musician, Alexander Heer, 
(G) Ist artillery, wounded; privates, Shisler, (E) 
Ist artillery; Treat, (A) 3d artillery; Coppinger, 
(C) 4th artillery; Story, (A) 3d artillery; Ribbold, 
(A) 3d artillery; Bennet, (D) Ist artillery, wound- 
ed, none thought dangerous; wagon ‘master, Jack- 
son, severely; killed, Sykes, private, (G) Ist artil- 
lery. 

The officers of my command were capt. Childs, 
3d artillery; lieut. Pickell, 4th artillery; lieut.J. R. 
Irwin, Ist artillery; lieut. Spalding, 2d dragoons; 
lieut. Herbert, Ist artillery; lieut. W. H. Betts, (ad- 
jutant), Ist artillery; surgeons Tripler and Bevy. 





The officers and men all justified my most san- | 


guine expectations. 

~ I deem it due to captain Childs to state, that he 
contemplated the same movement previous to my 
arrival, and was awaiting the return of the train to 
accomplish his purpose. 

Jackson, a wagon master, well acquainted with 
the localities of Fort Drane, volunteered his ser- 
vices, and as a guide on the march, or a soldier in 
the engagement, was brave and useful. He receiv- 
ed two severe wounds, lost a valuable horse, and 
deserves a liberal reward. Very respectfully, your 
ob’t servant, B. K. PIERCE, maj. command’g. 

Fort Drane, it will be recollected, had been aban- 
doned, in consequence of its being unhealthy, and 
the troops removed to Micanopy. It is, however, 
the intention of the medical director of the army, 
Dr. Hawkins, to establish St. Augustine as a gene- 
ral hospital, to which the sick will be removed as 
soon as they can be transported by water. More 
than 120 sick remained at Micanopy. 

An officer of the U. 8. army in Florida, in a let- 
ter to the editor of the Norfolk Herald, dated on 
the 22d ult. writes thus:— 

‘Such have been the ravages of the climate on 
our northern constitutions, that 300 would measure 
the army of the United States at this theatre of 
war! Is not the population of the United States at 
this time about 15,000,000? Is not ours a wealthy 
country? Are you a good arithmetician? If so, 

lease to tell me what chance 300 or 400 men, ex- 





austed by a year’s residence and more in this cli- 





mate, and broken down in spirits from utter neglect 
and indifference, have to conquer, in a summer 
campaign, an enemy now increased in number and 
animated by success, in their own climate and 
country, who could not be conquered by 5,000 in 
the most favorable season of the year? Or, to ask 
a better question, is not this state of things shame- 
ful to the nation and cruel to our poor little abused 
but gallant army.” ‘ 

The gallant conduct of capt. Dimmock of the 
U.S. army, in a skirmish with the Indians, which 
took place some months ago, near St. Augustine, is 
thus narrated in the Fredericksburg (Va.) Arena. 

“In the midst of the action, whilst capt. Dim- 
mock on horseback, was directing, and by his cool- 
ness and courage, animating his little party, he was 
suddenly, as if by concert, set upon from different 
directions by two Indians of huge stature. The 
fired simultaneously and wounded captain Pieianek 
in the leg, at the same time bringing down his horse. 
Disengaging himself from his horse, with great ac- 
tivity, he gained his feet in time to bring down one 
of his antagonists, as with fearful yells, they rushed 
to take his scalp, thinking their fire had killed him. 
On seeing his companion fall, the other Indian took 
to flight, but not. in time to save himself. Captain 
Dimmock wheeled about, and, with great coolness, 
shot him dead with the other barrel of his fowling 
piece. In the mean time, the wounded Indian, 
though unable to rise, had seized a gun, but before 
he could use it, captain Dimmock despatched him 
with hissword. Weare gratified to be able to state 
that the casualties of the service have presented an 
opportunity of promoting this gallant officer, and 
that he is now a full captain in the 2d artillery.” 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
From foreign papers to the 2d of August inclusive. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The Irish church bill was passed in the house of 
lords on the 28th of July. Their lordships’ amend- 
ments were to be considered in the other house, on 
the 2d of August. They rejected the appropriation 
clause. 

The newspaper stamp duties bill was passed on 
the 25th, in the house of commons, by a vote of 
fifty-five to seven. 

The friends of Mr. O’Connell, in Derby, were 
making preparations to give him a splendid dinner. 

Sir Rober Liston, baronet, one of his majesty’s 
privy council, died at his seat near Edinburgh, on 
the 15th of July. He was in the 94th year of his 
age, and the oldest of the whole diplomatic body of 
Europe. About ten years since he was minister at 
the court of Turkey. 

The proprietors of the Manchester and Liverpool 
rail road had a meeting at Liverpool on the 27th of 
July, at which the directors announced a dividend 
of £5 per share for the preceding six months. 
The net profits of the rail road for the six months 
were £39,402. The company has a mortgage debt 
of £427,500 to pay off. 

In the house of lords on the 30th July, that body 
had under discussion the subject of slavery in India. 
Mr. F. Buxton inquired what steps had been taken 
relative to the abolition of slavery in India, and was 
informed by Sir J.C. Hobhouse that the subject was 
left entirely in the hands of the local authorities in 
India, who could apply the operation of the clause 
in the act with better effect than those at a distance. 

Count Survelleiers, Joseph Buonaparte, who 
took passage in the Philadelphia packet at N. York 
had arrived out, and with his suit, was established 
in London. 

FRANCE. 

The king of France and his ministers had resolv- 
ed that there should be no review on the 29th July 
—the last of the “three days”—and the preparations 
making therefor were countermanded. Much agi- 
tation existed in Paris, and rumors were current of 
a widely extended conspiracy, in which several re- 
giments of the line were involved. A society was 
also spoken of, having the menacing title of «“Aven- 
gers of Alibeau.” Another account says—King 
Louis Philippe was very unwilling to give up the 
review, and was only prevailed on by a unanimous 
assurance from his ministers, that if he persisted 
they would resign in a body. 

Paris, July 27. The fetes of July have com- 
menced under impressions and feelings of gloom and 
dissatisfaction. They will terminate without any se- 
rious incident, for the king will not quit the Tuille- 
ries, and all the precautions ordered in anticipation 
of his appearance in public—if it were indeed con- 
templated—are strictly observed. Very great unea- 
siness, and very serious complaints are, however, 
expressed at this concealment of the king, and every 
moment one hears his conduct on this occasion con- 
trasted with the resolution shown by his majesty on 
the 5th and 7th of June, 1832, and on the 18th 
April, 1834, when armed bodies of men were in 
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open insurrection, and actually fighting with the 
troops and national guards in the streets of Paris. 

Paris, July 28. Plots against the life of Louis 
Philippe. The Messenger of Tuesday states that 
the authorities were first made aware of the exis- 
tence of new regicide projects, by the incorpora- 
tion into companies of the national guard of seve- 
ral suspicious individuals, destitute of means of 
subsistence, who, nevertheless had found money to 
equip themselves agreeably to the new ordonnance. 
It adds that those men were to have profitted by 
the confusion, which usually prevails in the ranks 
of the national guard before the review, to choose 
their station among them, so as to be as numerous 
as possible when filing by the king. A telegraphic 
despatch denounced a non-commissioned oflicer of 
a regiment of the line, in garrison at Metz, as go- 
ing to Paris with the intention of meddling in po- 
litical intrigue. This young man, named Hocquart, 
was accordingly arrested on Saturday, and brought 
to the prefecture of police, where he was put into 
solitary confinement. 

The Droit announces that 113 new arrests had 
been made on Saturday and Monday, 77 of which 
were grounded on political reasons. The day and 
night reserve : Pra ener were doubled in all the 
barracks of Paris. Police agents repaired on Mon- 
day to the house of a M. Olanier, in the Passage 
Brady, for the purpose of apprehending him, when 
they learned he had been dead two years! On Mon- 
day morning, M. Montalivet, Gasparin, Gisquet, re- 
mained a long time closeted with the king. In the 
afternoon, prince de Talleyrand had himself carried 
to the Tuilleries. : 

M. Armand Carrel, principal editor of Le Na- 
tionale, died at Paris on the 24th of July, of a 
wound received in a duel with M. Girardin, editor 
of the new journal La Presse. M. Persat, the re- 
sponsible editor of La Nationale has been fined 
1,000 franes and sentenced to three months impri- 
sonment for publishing an article reflecting on the 
king for signing the order for the execution of Ali- 
beaud. The editor of La France was fined 1,000 
francs and senteneed to two months imprisonment 
for copying the same article. 

Information had reached Paris, by telegraph, that 
general Bugeaud had gained a signal victory over 
Abdel Kader, near Tremecen, on the 9th of July. 
The loss of the Arabs, in wounded and prisoners, 
was upward of one thousand. The Arab chief had 
made overtures for negotiation, but the French ge- 
neral would not receive them, and set out immedi- 
ately in pursuit of the enemy. 

A rigid non-intercourse is still kept up between 
France and the Swiss canton of Basle; a large mi- 
litary force is exaployed. 

SPAIN. 

An insurrection took place at Malaga on the night 
of the 25th of July, which resuited in the massacre 
of the civil and military governors of that city, and 
the complete triumph of the partizans of M. Mendi- 
zabal. 

It seems that the partizans of the royal statute, 
and of the former prime minister, M. Mendizabal, 
had respectively made out lists of candidates of re- 
presentatives to the cortes, which was to convene In 
August. Although defeated in the capital, the for- 
mer were successful in other towns in the electoral 
district. On this news reaching Malaga, the adhe- 
rents of Mendizabal made preparations for a revolu- 
tionary movement. ‘They succeeded in corrupting 
the military, eight hundred men, recently brought to 
Malaga to cause the authority of the governors to be 
respected, who were both known to be fir support- 
ers of the royal statute, and in consequence had 
been repeatedly insulted by the populace. On the 
evening of the 25th, the national guards took um- 
brage at some change, which it was reported the 
military governor intended to introduce; reintorced 
the detachment on duty at the main guard, and as 
the crowds began to collect in the streets, ordered 
the generale to be beat. : 

The military governor, a veteran covered with 
scars, whose valor had been often tested in the field, 
immediately proceeded to the main guard, accompa- 
nied only by an aid-de-camp—and exclaimed, “‘gen- 
tlemen what is this? What is the meaning of such 
strange proceedings?” Upon which one of the na- 
tional guard who stood near him, presented a pistol, 
which, however, flashed in the pan. ‘Pistols do 
not frighten me,’’ exclaimed the veteran, and enter- 
ing the guard room, he called loudly for assistanee. 
Some of the guards immediately levelled their mus- 
kets at him. “National guards,” cried the gover- 
nor, “‘is this the way you reward the victory I ob- 
tained at Puente de la Reynar?” He was answer- 
ed by a discharge of muskets, and his body was af- 
terward run through in twenty places by the bayo- 
nets of the national guard. 

In the mean time, the civil governor, the dis- 





repaired to the convent where the troops were 
quartered, and put himself at their heard; but he 
soon found that they were not to be depended upon 
in a contest with the national guard. And upon 
the approach of a large body of national lancers 
shouting loudly “the constitution forever!” “Death 
to tyrants!’ ‘Death to the pasterelos!””—(seeming 


friends, but real foes to liberty) —“Down with the 


royal statute!’ &c. he retired within the walls of 


the convent, and ordered the gates to be closed. A 
large body of the insurgents now collected, beating 
drums, firing muskets, and uttering obstreperous 
cries of “down with the republic!” &c. A short 
parley being held between the regular troops and 
the national guard, the former left the convent and 
joined the insurgents, shouting “union forever!” 
and on pointing out to the guards the governor, who 
was attempting to make his escape, disguised in the 
dress of a common soldier, he was instantly shot 
dead, and his body dragged into the public square, 
where it was exposed until the next morning. 

On the 26th instant, the constitution of 1812 was 
solemnly proclaimed and sworn to, and a new junta, 
or board of government established, the president 
of which was the same commandant of carabineers, 
who presided over the provisional one. The new 
governor had forcibly recommended the maintenance 
of the public tranquillity. 

The internal condition of the kingdom is repre- 
sented to be very unsettled and even alarming. 
The populace in Madrid and the other principal ci- 
ties are discontented and weary of the protracted 
war. In the suburbs of the capital their discontent 
had occasioned riots and bloodshed. In Segovia it 
had been necessary to adopt strong measures, to se- 
cure the city against a coup de main. 

Two Carlist expeditions had been despatched on 
Arragon and Castile—and it was apprehended that 
one object of these movements, was to make an at- 
tack on Valladolid. Subsequent accounts, how- 
ever, stated that the troops had been met and dis- 
persed among the mountains. 

Mina has issued a proclamation, threatening se- 
vere punishment to the inhabitants of the towns and 
villages, which may in future assist the enemy, or 
comply with any of their requisions for supplies, 
unless they can prove that the enemy’s superior 
numbers left them no chance of successful opposi- 
tion or resistance. 

M. Mendizabal has been elected a procurador, or 
deputy, from Malaga, Xeres and Madrid. Senor 
{sturitz from Medina-Sidonia and Cadiz. 

A letter from Bayonne, dated July 27, states that 
all the public offices, &c. had been removed from 
Vittoria to Miranda-on-the-Ebre; doubtless under 
apprehension that the city might fall into the hands 
of the Carlists, gen. Cordova having withdrawn 
from Vittoria with his forces. 

Recruiting fy. the French legion, serving in the 
ranks of the,queen’s army, was going on very ac- 
tively in the neighborhood of the frontier. 

General Aldama, governor of Barcelona, had gone 
to Figueras with a strong body of troops, to exe- 
cute justice upon the murderers of brigadier-gene- 
ral Tena, late governor of Figueras, who, it will be 
remembered, was slain in a late tumult. 

It is stated that some important advantages had 
been gained by the queen’s troops. Another ac- 
count says the queen’s troops are dispirited and 
in some instances have laid down their arms. 

M. Rayneval, the French ambassador at Madrid, 
had applied for his recal, and at the same time de- 
manded the appointment of a general of high reputa- 
tion to sueceed him, whose opinions may have 
weight in the queen’s councils. Marshal Molitar 
is said to have been nominated, in pursuance of this 
demand. 

BRAZIL. 

The imperial government had latterly succeeded 
in gaining advantages over the insurgents in the 
provinees of San Pedro de Sal, (Rio Grande) and 
that it was hoped that all would be restored to 
tranquillity. Com. Grenfell has been appointed 
to the command of a squadron of 11 or 12 brigs 
and schooners. 

No further accounts from Para. Rumors were 
circulated that the rebels had been beaten. Consi- 
derable opposition had been manifested in the 
chambers against the administration of regent Fe- 
jio, but on the whole his government appeared to 
be popular. 

MEXICO. 

We learn from the editors of the New Orleans 
“Bee” of the 22d ult. who have received files of the 
Diario del Goberno of Mexico, to the 30th of July, 
inclusive, that the republic is agitated by domestic 
commotions. The liberal party or federalists, (i. e. 
those opposed to centralism) are making rapid ad- 
vances; they have made a bold attempt to abolish 
the present order of things, and restore the govern- 


tinguished count Donadio, hearing the generale beat, | ment torts former features; but whether their force 





was insufficient to obtain the success they calculat- 
ed upon, or whether the government anticipated 
their designs and frustrated them by timely organi- 
zation, we cannot tell: however, they were coin- 
pletely routed at Fila in the engagement which took 
place between 900 government troops under the 
command of gen. Canalazo, and 600 federalists 
commanded by col. Miguel Acevedo. 

From Canalazo an official despatch or bulletin ap- 
pears in the Diario of the 24th—which states that 
the federal party had 100 men killed, and 228 taken 
prisoners. Among the latter are Acevedo, chief of 
the revolutionists, Andreas Castenada, brevet com- 
mandant of the battalion, Ramirez, commanding 
the company of Tacachi, and a foreigner named 
Laprelladi, captain of artillery. The remainder of 
their force were entirely routed. The loss on the 
part of the government was 3 killed and 6 wound- 
ed. 

The day succeeding this engagement, Acevedo, 
Castenada, Ramirez and Laprelladi were shot. A 
council of war had been held upon the other officers, 
but the result has not yet transpired. 

The commandant of artillery of the federal troops 
succeeded in making his escape from Etla, and has 
arrived in this city. He informed us, that the 
greatest agitation prevails in the interior of Mexi- 


co, occasioned by the revolutionary movements of 


Oajaca; disturbances are hourly anticipated. 

The official accounts from the states, on the other 
hand, directed to the general government, and pub- 
lished in the Diario, declare most directly, that the 
greatest tranquillity prevailed throughout. 

The Mexican fleet, consisting of the brig Fama 
and the schooner Bravo, were at Vera Cruz on the 
9th. They were preparing to make a cruize. 

By a decree of the general government, publish- 
ed in the official paper of 17th July, an annual con- 
tribution of $3 upon every thousand dollars’ worth 
of property has been declared upon all rural estates. 

The Diario, of the 24th July, informs us that a 
pamphlet is circulating in the capital, entitled «The 
Ministry Made Known,” said to have been printed 
at Oajaca, in Valde’s office, but which was really 
printed in Mexico. This document is wholly oc- 
cupied with censuring the acts of the cabinet. M. 
Maugino is accused of being the cause of all the 
troubles and dissensions which have formerly exist- 
ed. The secretary of war, Tornel, is called a cow- 
ard, and unworthy of the place he occupies. This 
pamphlet appears to have given great uneasiness to 
the ministry, if we may judge from the articles pub- 
lished in the official papers against it. 

From the official proclamations relative to the 
conspirators of the state of Cajaca, and the southern 
provinces, and the movements of the federalists in 
Mexico, received by the general government, it ap- 
pears that numerous arrests have been made since 
the battle of Etla. Two individuals belonging to 
Lauareigas’ band (the companion of Caberilla Me- 
lendes) have been arrested and imprisoned, on the 
charge of exciting the people to revolution, by pro- 
claiming a new government, and crying long life 
to federation. One of these individuals in defend- 
ing himself was wounded. ‘Three muskets and 
four shot guns were found on his premises. 

At San Felipe (Guanjato) a lieutenant colonel of 
the name of Louis Gonzales made efforts to excite 
the patriots there to revolt, but not completely suc- 
ceeding, he decamped for Zacatecas, where a party 
of troops have been sent to arrest him. 

An official letter from Lonja says that the Gon- 
zales party, of which we have spoken in the pre- 
ceding paragraphs, has been reduced to six men, 
the balance having abandoned him. He will have 
to make his escape from that department, or run the 
risk of being arrested or killed. 

Another official note from the same city, under 
date of the 24th of July, states that the detachment 
of troops sent in pursuit of Gonzales and his accoin- 
plices, are making every endeavor to ferret them 
out, and that but little doubt is entertained of the 
whole of them being taken. 

On the 25th the official account of the arrest of 
these individuals, amounting to twenty-two, was 
received. 

Later news. 

The New Orleans Bee of the 24th ult. gives co- 
pious extracts from a file of the Cosmopoliia a libe- 
ral journal of Mexico, on the subject of the afiair 
at Etla. The execution of Acevedo and others at 
that place by the commandant of the government 
troops, Canalizo, is denounced as a repetition of the 
bloody scenes of the despotic reign of Bustemente. 
These excesses are compared to the conduct of 
Danton and Robespierre, but the day of retribution 
as then is prayed for, in the occurrence of another 
18th Brumaire, which shall put an end to the reign 
of terror. 

The Cosmopolita avers that such is the distract- 


'ed state of the government that it cannot procure 
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money for a single campaign. That the same fate 
awaits the present system of centralism and con- 


- golidation as that which overwhelmed Bustemente. 


. re neither statesmen nor warriors; even the 
pe ge better off under the tyrant Bustemente. 

The following articles from the same paper, show 
the extent of the disaffection: 

Congress, on account of the penury of the pub- 
lic treasury, speak of new contributions. Is there 
a representative or a senator, if asked, who can tell 
what has been disbursed for the war in Texas? Is 
there that individual living who can make a reca- 
pitulation of the sums spent, soi desant, for secret 
expenses? 

r. Fonseca, who has pronounced in the city of 
Foloca for federalism, is augmenting his followers, 
and seems disposed to march upon Michoacan. 

A. Teutilillan and gen. Gomez have pronounced 
in favor of federation. 

On the 18th at 7 o’clock in the morning, an ex- 
traordinary courier arrived at Gradelaria from Ca- 
lunia, bringing intelligence that in the latter city a 
rising had taken place in favor of federalism. 

They write from San Louis: “Every day we have 
the arrivals of the unfortunate officers and soldiers 
from Matamoras, the army having been entirely 
disbanded.» The war department of the republic 
will shortly present in the most imposing manner a 
loss of its maritime force.” 

At Cohuli, Tamaupilis and San Louis, great com- 
plaints are made about the contributions, and great 
anxiety prevails to know how the money which 
goes into the treasury is disposed of. 





FROM NACOGDOCHES. 

The public has heard scarcely any thing from 
gen. Gaines’ head quarters since his letter of the 
10th of July, announcing his intention to march a 
part of his army to Nacogdoches; and from that 
post itself we have not, until now, heard a word. 
if the government has been any better advised, 
their information has not been worth publishing, or 
they have thought proper to keep it to themselves. 
This lone silence had, indeed, begun to create doubts 
in the minds of some people whether gen. Gaines 
nad, in fact, compromised the neutral obligations of 
his country, by a military movement into the Mex- 
ican territory; but the annexed extract from a let- 
ter received yesterday by one of our citizens, from 
an officer at Nacogdoches, settles the question, and 
shows that a detachment of our army is in actual 
occupation of that Mexican town: [WNat. Intel. 


Extract of a letter from an officer of the U. S. ar- 
my, dated camp Nacogdoches, Aug. 4, 1836. 

‘Since I last addressed you from Fort Towson, I 
have performed another march of near two hun- 
dred miles, and now, on a small hill which termi- 
nates, or rather on which Nacogdoches partly 
stands, our encampment is spread. We were two 
weeks accomplishing the march, which was truly 
fatiguing. Part of the country over which we pass- 
ed had never been travelled before, except by men 
on horseback; and as we were encumbered with ox 
teams, a road had necessarily to be cut as we ad- 
vanced, which caused great delay, even when no 
river was to be crossed, and the trouble incident to 
building bridges and rafts did not occur to detain 
us. We reached this place about a week ago, and 
the firing of a small piece of artillery on our ap- 
proach told of a favorable reception. The inhabi- 
tants are extremely polite and obliging, but many 
of them have left the town in consequence of the 
hostile attitude of the Indians, who are said to be 
so numerous that some do not consider the town 
safe now, notwithstanding the presence of the U. 
S. troops. 

“Yesterday evening the roaring of artillery and 
the sound of martial music announced the arrival 
of gen. Houston and staff. He seems to have suf- 
fered in health, and the wound received at the bat- 
tle of San Jacinto confines him still to his crutches. 

‘Reports said a week or two since that ten thou- 
sand Mexicans were on their march to Texas, but, 
like most reports of the kind, it proved to be incor- 
rect, though it is yet believed that about two thou- 
sand are embodied at Matamoras. The Texian ar- 
my is daily increasing in strength and confidence, 
and will doubtless be able successfully to oppose 
any force that can be brought against them.” 


Itis stated in the Pensacola Gazette, that general 
Gaines having sent an officer into Texas about the 
middle of July, for the purpose of reclaiming some 
deserters, he found them to the number of 200 al- 
ready enlisted in the Texian service. They were 
in the uniform of the American army, but refused, 
of course, to return with the officer. On applica- 
tion to the commander of the Texian forces, that 
officer replied that the soldiers might go if they 
chose, but that he had no authority to send them 








back against their will. It is not stated whether, 
these men belonged to the regular army or were | 
volunteers called into the service of the United 
States. 





THE ARMY. 
GENERAL ORDER, NO 59. 
Head quarters of the army, adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, August 29, 1836. 

1. Promotions in the army since the publication 

of “general order’? No. 46, dated 6th July, 1836. 
I—PROMOTIONS. 
First regiment of dragoons. 

Ist. lieut. Abraham Van Buren, to be captain 4th 
July, 1836; vice Hunter, resigned. 

2d lieut. Gaines P. Kingsbury, to be Ist lieut. 
4th July, 1836; vice Van Buren, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Lloyd Tilghman, to be 2d lieut. 
4th July, 1836; vice Kingsbury, promoted. (Bvt. 
Ist. July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Thomas McCrate, to be 2d lieut. 
31st July, 1836. (Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) 

First regiment of artillery. 

Ist lieut. Charles Dimmock, to be captain 6th 
August, 1836; vice Gates, deceased. 

2d lieut. Jacob W. Bailey, to be Ist lieut. 6th 
Aug. 1836; vice Dimraock, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Alex. P. Crittenden, to be 2d 
lieut. 31st July, 1836; vice Allen, resigned. (Bvt. 
Ist July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Peter V. Hagner, to be 2d lieut. 
6th August, 1836; vice Bailey, promoted. (Bvt. Ist 
July, 1836.) . 

Brevet 2d lieut. Martin J. Burke, to be 2d lieut. 
31st August, 1836; vice Sitgreaves, resigned.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) 

Second regiment of ariillery. 

Brevet major Matthew W. Payne, captain of the 
4th regiment of artillery, to be major 27th June, 
1836; vice Heileman, deceased. 

2d lieut. Andrew A. Humphreys, to be Ist lieut. 
16th August, 1836; vice Locke, resigned. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Henry H. Lockwood, to be 2d 
lieut. 20th July, 1836; vice Loughborough, deceas- 
ed. (Bvt. 1st July, 1836.) 

3revet 2d lieut. Muscoe L. Shackelford, to be 
2d lieut. 31st July, 1836; vice Burnett, resigned.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Robert Allen, to be 2d lieut. 16th 
August, 1536; vice Humphreys promoted. (Bvt. 
Ist July, 1836. 

Third regiment of artillery. 

Brevet captain Richard B. Lee, 1st lieut. to be 
captain 3ist August, 1836; vice Ansart, resigned. 

Brevet captain Samuel Ringgold, ist lieut. to be 
captain 31st August, 1836; vice Thurston, resigned. 

2d lieut. Wm. R. McKee, to be Ist lieut. 13th 
August, 1836; vice White, resigned. 

2d lieut. Benj. Poole, to be Ist lieut. 31st August, 
1856; vice Lee, promoted. 

2d lieut. Edwin Rose, to be Ist lieut. 31st Au- 
gust, 1836; vice Ringgold, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Christopher A. Greene, to be 2d 
lieut. 13th August, 1836; vice McKee, promoted. 
(Bvt. ist July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Christopher Q. Tompkins, to be 
2d lieut. 31st August, 1836; vice Poole, promoted. 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Israel C. Woodruff, to be 2d 
lieut. 3ist August, 1836; vice Rose, promoted.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. William Frazer, to be 4d lieut. 
2ist August, 1836; vice Vinton, resigned. (Bvt. 
ist July, 1836.) 

Fourth regiment of artillery. 

Brevet captain Henry A. Thompson, Ist lieut. to 
be captain 31st August, 1836; vice Ward resigned. 

2d lieut. Joseph E. Johnston, to be Ist lieut. 30th 
June, 1836; vice Hopkins, resigned. 

2d lieut. Frank E. Hunt, to be ist lieut. 31st Ju- 
ly, 1836; vice Barnes, resigned. 

2d lieut.. Simon H, Drum, to be Ist lieut. 15th 
August, 1836; vice Ewing, resigned. 

2d lieut. Samuel C. Ridgeley, to be 1st lieut. 31st 
August, 1836; vice Thompson, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Charles B. Sing, to be 
Ist July, 1836. 

Brevet 2d lieut. John W. Phelps, to be 
28th July, 1836; vice Brush, resigned. 
July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Wm. B. Arvin, to be 2d lieut. 
3ist July, 1836; vice Hunt, promoted. (Bvt. Ist 
July, 1836.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. George C. Thomas, to be 2d 
lieut. 15th August, 1836; vice Drum, promoted.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) 

Second regiment of infantry. 

Ist lieut. Samuel L. Russell, to be captain 28th 
June, 1836; vice Johnson, resigned. 

Ist lieut. Carlos A. Waite, to be captain 3d July, 


2d lieut. 


2d lieut. 
(Bvt. ist 






















































































2d lieut. Silas Casey, to be Ist lieut. 28th June 
1836; vice Russell, promoted. 

2d lieut. Abner R. Hetzel, to be Ist lieut. 28th 
June, 1836; vice Gallagher, resigned. 

2d lieut. James W. Penrose, to be Ist lieut. 3d 
July, 1836; vice Waite, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. J. R. D. Burnett, to be 2d lieut. 
28th June, 1836; vice Casey, promoted. (Bvt. Ist 
July, 1833.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Henry W. Wessells, to be 2d 
lieut. 28th June, 1836; vice Hetsel, promoted.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1833.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. James W. Anderson, to be 2d 
lieut. 3d July, 1836; vice Penrose, promoted.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1833.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. Thomas Johns, to be 2d lieut. 
31st July, 1836; vice Brown, resigned. (Bvt. 1st 
July, 1833.) ° 

Fourth regiment of infantry. 

2d lieut. Charles H. Larned, to be 1st lieut. 7th 
August, 1836; vice Hood, resigned. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Stephen T. Tibbatts, to be 2d 
lieut. 7th August, 1836; vice Larned, promoted.— 
(Bvt. ist July, 1835.) 

Fifth regiment of infantry. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Alex. H. Tappen, to be 2d lieut. 
31st July, 1886; vice Collingsworth, resigned.— 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1835.) 

Sizth regiment of infantry. 

Ist lieut. Levi M. Nute, to be captain 31st July, 
1836; vice Rogers, resigned. 

2d lieut. Nathaniel J. Eaton, to be Ist lient. 3ist 
July, 1836; vice Nute, promoted. 

2d lieut. Robert Sevier, to be Ist lieut. 10th Au- 
gust, 1836; vice Linden, deceased. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Jacob E. Blake, to be 2d lieut. 
31st July, 1836; vice Eaton, promoted. (Bvt. Ist 
July, 1833.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. John P. Center, to be 2d lieut. 
10th August, 1836; vice Sevier promoted. (Bvt. 
Ist July, 1833.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. George H. Ringgold, to be 2d 
lieut. 15th August, 1836; vice Drayton, resigned. 
(Bvt. Ist July, 1833.) 

Seventh regiment of infantry. 

Ist licut. Washington Seawell to be captain 31st 
July, 1836; vice Tillinghast, resigned. 

2d lieut. Roger 8S. Dix, to be Ist lieut. 
1836; vice Seawell, promoted. 

2d lieut. Richard C. Gatlin, to be Ist lieut. 31st 
August, 1836; vice Mather, resigned. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Wm. H. Grithn, to be 2d lieut. 
31st July, 1836; vice Dix, promoted. (Bvt. 1st 
July, 1835.) 

Brevet 2d lieut. James M. Wells, to be 2d lieut. 
31st August, 1836; vice Gatlin, promoted. (Bvt. 
Ist July, 1835.) 

II—cASUALTIES—(#4. ) 
Resignations.—(25.) 
Captains.—(7.) 

David Hunter, Ist dragoons, 4th July, 1836. 

Brevet major Felix Ansart, 3d artillery, 31st Au- 
gust, 1836. 

Charles M. Thurston, 3d artillery, 3lst August, 
1836. 

Charles Ward, 4th artillery, 31st August, 1836. 

Seth Johnson, 2d infantry, 28th June, 1836. 

Jason Rogers, 6th infantry 31st July, 1836. 

Nicholas Tillinghast, 7th infantry, 31st July, 
1836. 


sist July, 


Ist liewtenants.—(8.) 
J. W. Shaumburg, Ist dragoons, 31st July, 1836. 
Joseph L. Locke, 2d artillery, 16th August, 1836. 
Edward B. White, 3d artillery, 13th August, 
1836. 
M. C. Ewing, 4th artillery, 15th August, 1836. 
James Barnes, 4th artillery, 31st July, 1836. 
Joseph S. Gallagher, 2d infantry, 28th June, 
1836. 
Washington Hood, 4th infantry, 7th August, 
1836. 
Wm. W. Mather, 7th infantry, 3lst August, 
1836. 
2d lieutenants.—(9.) 
Lorenzo Sitgreaves, Ist artillery, 31st August, 
1836. 

Robert T. P. Allen, Ist artillery, 31st July, 1836. 
Ward B. Burnett, 2d artillery, 31st July, 1836. 
Francis Vinton, 3d artillery, 31st August, 1836. 
Thomas J. Lee, 4th artillery, 31st August, 1836. 
Alfred Brush, 4th artillery, 28th July, 1836. 
Jacob Brown, 2d infantry, 31st July, 1836. 
John T. Collingsworth, 5th infantry, 31st July, 

1836. 
Thomas F. Drayton, 6th infantry, 15th August, 
1836. 
Brevet 2d lieutenant.—(1.) 
Wm. H. Price, Ist infantry, 3ist August, 1836. 
Deaths.—(5.) 
Bvt. lieut. col. Julius F. Heileman, major 2d ar- 





1836; vice Ranson, deceased, 


\tillery, 27th June, 1836, 
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Bvt. maj. Owen Ransom, captain 2d infantry, | time was more than double its present cost, while, | mortgage shall be due immediately, and the mort- % in 
i 3d July, 1836. at the same time, the machinery was much inferior | gagees have a right to foreclosure for the whole q yo 
j Captain Lemuel Gates, 1st artillery, 6th August, | to that now in use. This difference has alone pro-| amount. Now the assignees find that they have no 4 M 
a 1836. duced much loss; we could not come in competi- | power, under the assignment, to make such pay- 4 lar 
Ist lieut. Henry St. James Linden, 6th infantry, | tion with the British manufacturers in an open con- | ments—no discretion is allowed them in this parti- fou 
10th August, 1835. test, and at the close of the war our market was | cular—consequently, they cannot avoid the failure str 
2d lieut. H. Loughborough, 2d artillery, 20th flooded with every species of British goods which | of the condition of the mortgage. 
July, 1836. severely pressed upon the American manufacturer In some instances, the mortgagees have already wi 
Declined.—(4.) and produced disastrous results. instituted proceedings to foreclose—and if permit- jol 
Captain John Dougherty, 2d dragoons. _ But how are the tables now reversed? At this | ted to proceed, and the property be forced off—it 17 
Ist lieut. Thornton Grimsley, 2d dragoons. time American machinery is actually superior to the cannot fail to be attended with ruinous sacrifices. in 
Ist lieut. Horatio Grooms, 2d dragoons. British, and some of our improvements as well as| Again, there are contracts for lands, to a large ly, 
Brevet 2d lieut, John W. Judson, 2d artillery. {U7 goods, have been introduced into England. The amount, from which great profits may be confident- wa 
2—T he officers promoted will report accordingly, American throstle spindle, for instance, in 1833, re- | ly anticipated; and on these, advances to the amount In 
and join their proper stations and companies with- volved 7,500 times in a minute, and the British but | of $100,000 have already been made. Unless such Ca 
out delay—those on detached service, or acting un- 4,500, which was afterwards increased to 5,400. But contracts are fulfilled, the estate will not only be wa 
der special orders and instructions, will report by to show still further the progress of improvement, we | deprived of the profits which can be realized, but Ch 
leiter to their respective colonels. 4! observe that the spind e which formerly revolv- the payments already made will be forfeited. Yet 
é ed but 50 times in a minute, now moves with the | in these, and in like cases, the assignees have no _ 
“f1I—Rule to be observed a dinary cases of pro- amazing velocity of 8,000 revolutions in a minute. | power to act. - WT 
ais a Meae agg pn his The result of these various improvements is, that When the assignment was executed, I supposed 4 dec 
Mi aags » | flicer promoted w ill the spinning of No. 100 thread, for example, which | that it conferred ample powers on the assignees—it > his 
join the regiment and station of his predecessor; if| cost in 1786 $2 40 a pound, now costs but 16 cents. | was my intention that such powers should be con- = to 
a company officer, he will join the particular com- | The cost of making species of yarn has been reduc- | ferred—and their omission is attributable to the g flo 
pany where the ee to which he succeeds, | ed since 1812 about one half, and that of weaving | haste with which the instrament was drawn, and — B® 
may have occurred. : by power loom still more; and threads that formerly | not to desizn. ‘To indulge in regrets for this omis- a ed 
By order of ALEXANDER Macoms, major general, | broke at the rate of thirteen per cent. now wea sion, would be idle—it only remains to apply a re- m ine 
commanding -in-chief. rn ; only three percent. Besides all these advantages, | medy, if one can be suggested. Such a remedy - 
: R. JONES, adjutant general. machinery can be erected and put in operation at| the creditors themselves ean furnish; and as mat- z the 
: ' an expense not exceeding one half the amount it} ters are now situated, they alone possess the power a the 
COTTON MANUFACTURES. cost in 1820. to close the estate in a manner to secure them- me fen 
; Fyrom the Lowell (Massachusetts ) Journal. - selves from loss. If the second class of creditors 2 ry 
The first cotton mill in Lowell was erected in} MR. RATHBUN TO HIS CREDITORS. would assume the payment of the first, and take the 4 Ch 
: 1822, and put in operation the next year; as late as} The annex letter from Benj. Rathbun to his cre- | entire property into their own hands and under Shes 
1826, there were but 2,500 spindles in operation | ditors, is taken the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser | their own control—or, if both classes would, by ae 
there. The business, however, went on so success- | of the Ist. inst. That paper says that if the credi- | mutual arrangements among themselves, receive S se 
fully from that time, that on the first of January, | tors in schedule C. will accept the real estate in| property in payment of their demands, all the claims i ve 
1836, there were 27 mills in that place containing | payment of their demands, they will be amply se-| against me could be discharged. Yr 
129,828 spindles. The water power in that place, | cured and have the certainty of ultimately realizing| To such arrangement, the assignees, I am justifi- ait 
is now all or nearly all occupied, and new sites | a handsome advance. edin saying, would cheerfully accede, and I beg hie 
must be sought in other places for the increasing! The Buffalo Journal regrets to say that some of | leave to add, that I would with pleasure release my tier 
capital flowing into this branch of business. the mortgage creditors manifest a disposition to | residuary interest, and join in any conveyance to fx 
The progress of cotton manufactures will be fur-| press their claims most inconveniently upon the | accomplish the ends proposed. Although I believe Fr: 
ther developed by some other facts. In 1790, there | assignees, and urges forbearance. The assignees | that my property is more than sufficient to satisfy - 
was but one cotton mill in the United States. This | have published a card to the same efiect. my creditors, 1 yet have no wish to reserve any his 
was erected by Slater and Brown, in Providence, TO MY CREDITORS. share for myself. All that I now desire, so far as his 
and contained but 70 spindles. In 1805, there were} You have already been apprized, through the me-| property is concerned, is, that every creditor of on 
but eight or ten mills containing 4,500 spindles; two | dium of the public prints, that owing to circum-| mine should be paid the utmost cent to which he aha 
of these mills were in Massachusetts, one in New) stances beyond my control, and to which it is not} is entitled. Whatever may be my fate cr future has 
Hampshire, one near Philadelphia, and the remain- | necessary now to allude, I have been compelled to| condition in life—whether I be convicted or ac- Ha 
der in Rhode Island. In 1806 and 1807, and dur-| suspend for the present, the payment of my debts.| quitted of the charges preferred against me—to tab 
ing the war of 1812, there was a rapid increase in|'To close my estate in a manner that would render} know that by me, no one has been injured—that the 
manufacturing business, caused by restriction on} justice to every creditor—and secure to his benefit | all my liabilities have been faithfully discharged— mo 
importions. ‘These commercial embarrassments | all the property which I possessed—I executed an | will, in every situation, furnish me with infinite tive 
gave the first decided determination to manufactur- | assignment of my effects, real and personal, to| comfort and consolation. Ww He 
ing in this country, and practically illustrated the Messrs. Pratt, Allen, Clary, Love and Fillmore of With a view, therefore, of ascertaining the wishes Bo! 
prophetic wisdom of Jetferson and Hamilton, of} the city of Buffalo. By that assignment my credi- | and feelings of my creditors, and of effecting an ac 
the necessitv of making the United States inde-| tors were divided into two classes—to the first a} united and vigorous action on their part, I respect- bee 
»endent of all other nations for the supply of the| preference was given, in the payment of their de- | fully request them, wheresoever they may reside— viv 
immediate wants of her people. At the close of the | :nands—a preference called for—by feelings of gra- | to meet in person, or by agents fully empowered to 
war in 1815, the number of spindles was 130,000, | titude toward some of that class, from whom I had | act in the premises, at the Eagle tavern in the city 
and so great an impetus had now been given in! received much friendly assistance in the transaction | of Buffalo, on Monday the twelfth day of Septem- 
this direction, that in 1825, 800,000 spindles had| of my business; and by a sense of the obligation | ber next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon. On that \ 
been put in operation, which were increased in the | which was imposed on me, to protect the mecha- | day the sale of the ersonal property is advertised ere 
next ten years to 1,750,000, requiring about 54,000 | nics, Jaborers and clerks in my employment. to take place, and if any course be adopted by the but 
looms. The real and personal estate inventoried by me | creditors, different from the one now pursued—to less 
Still these are not sufficient to supply the wants | amounted at the valuation which I made of the pro- | be effectual it must be prompt and decisive. seh 
of the community; it is estimated that about 78,000 | perty, to two millions six hundred and eighty-one BENJAMIN RATHEUN. in 
spindles should be annually added to meet the de-| thousand dollars—and this valuation subsequent re-} Buyalo, August 31, 1836. Cu 
mand of the present yearly addition to our popula- | flection has convinced me, was not exaggerated. = qua 
tion. This is sufficiently shown by the state of the | The whole of my debts of every kind and nature, THE LATE BISHOP CHEVERUS., yea 
market; for notwithstanding the great increase in| will not exceed one million eight hundred thousand From the Salem Gazette. of € 
the number of spindles, the price of goods has not{ dollars. It is obvious, therefore, that unless my The last arrivals from Europe bring intelligence nex 
only been maintained but advanced, and the manu-/ estate is improvidently managed, it will furnish | of the death of John Cheverus, formerly Roman Yec 
facturing establishments have made large dividends | ample means for the extinguis iment of every debt | Catholic bishop of Boston, and at the time of his 182 
of profits. It has been said upon undoubted an- | and demand againstme. And it ismy earnest wish | decease, a cardinal of the Romish church. M. 182 
thority that capitalists in Boston have received in| that in the settlement of this estate, such measures | Cheverus was born at Mayence, in the prevince of 182 
the last four years siaty per cent. in dividends on| may be adopted, as will save the property from loss | the same name, on the 28th of January, 1768. His 182 
stock in some of the Lowell mills. This fact comes | or sacrifice, and insure to every creditor the full) family were highiy respectable. At an early age 182 
home at once to the understanding, aid needs no! amount of his claims. che entered into the ecclesiastical state, and in two 182 
comment. Unfortunately the assignment was not sufficiently | or three years afterwards, when thirteen or fourteen 182 
We find a prejudice existing in some quarters, | cousidered, previously to its being signed, and its| years of age, was preferred to a benefice, by Lows 182 
against manufacturing stock in consequerite of a| defects and want of varticularity in its details are XVII, then Monsieur. . 182 
great depression and loss in that kind of property, | now discovered and feit by the assignees in the ex-| M. Cheverus was ordained December 18th, 1790, 182 
which took place some years ago. But the pritiei- ecution of their trust. Many powers essential to | at the last public ordination in Paris, before the re- 133 
ples upon which those losses are explained, give| the due and proper management of the estate—jvolution. Soon after entering into priest’s orders, 183 
new confidence and support to the system on which | powers which were intended to be conferred—and | he was appointed pastor of the church in his native 183 
the business is now conducted. In the early pro-| without which serious losses must and will accrue, | parish, and vicar-general of the diocess. These 183 
gress of our manufactures, the pioneers had fo pass | have been omitted in the instrument conveying my | pone Severe a ane a celebrity not acquired 183 
through difficulties and embarrassments haidly to| estate to the assignees; and those gentlemen now by want ty Maire + thn their age and virtues, among 183 
be conceived of by people of the present day: with | find exigencies daily arising, calling for the exercise me Epa teat AD at time. He had not long re- s 
a jealousy natural to Eagland, and not sur] ising | of such powers; while the instrument. under which | sided at Mayence, when the persecutions of the pan 
in regard to an interest of such vast importa ace to| they act, and by whieh they are circumscribed, | clergy a en and M. Cheverus repaired to roe 
her, the exportation of machinery, and the e) nigra- | does not confer them. ‘ tery = Sent we as concealed on the wigan’ and — 
tion of machinists were prohibited under ve ry se-| For instance: on several pareels of the real es- thire of eptember, the memorable days of the is t 
vere penalties; our own machihists were fe’ and | tate, mortgages have been given, which are existing | massacre of the clergy. In a few days after this Ne 
very unskilful, and labored under immense disad-| liens. Many of these mortgages have yet a consi- | bloody scene he left Paris, disguised in a military eas 
vantages, having to grope their way by such - u acer- derable time to run—provided the interest, and some | dress, and succeeded in escaping to England. On fror 
Cs an thi j we ae yg ae aa entione ‘e , met.— | hig arrival at Dover he could not speak a word of last 
tain light as they could obtain by’ stealth, or their| small payments mentioned, are punctually me | Enolish. but. j a Ge ! 
ingenuity strike out. The consequence wa ; that; But in ease of failure to meet such payments, then | English, but, in January 1793, he took up his resi- con 


the expense of putting a mill into operation a ¢ that! the condition is—that the entire sum secured by the) dence in the house of a Protestant clergyman, who, 
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in addition to his pastoral duties, had five or six 
young men with him, preparing for the university. 
™. Cheverus was employed in giving these scho- 
lars lessons in the languages and mathematics, and 
found the conversation < these youths the best in- 
structer in the English language. : 

os 1795 he wer invited by Dr. Matignon, with 
whom he had been slightly acquainted in. Paris, to 
‘gin him in Boston, where he arrived October 3d, 
1796. The Catholics were increasing at this time 
in Boston, and many gentlemen subscribed liberal- 
ly, to assist in erecting a church for them, which 
was consecrated on the 29th of September, 1803. 
In the year 1810 he was appointed the first Roman 
Catholic bishop for the New England states, and 
was consecrated at Baltimore. 

The literary and scientific acquirements of bishop 
Cheverus were of a high order. He read Greek 
and Hebrew with great readiness; he spoke and 
wrote Latin as a vernacular tongue, and repeatedly 
declared, that if he were to make an argument for 
his life, he should prefer, before competent judges, 
to use the Latin, believing that his thoughts would 
flow more readily in that language than in French 
or English. He was a good citizen of his adopt- 
ed country, and never lest an opportunity of teach- 
ing his flock the blessings flowing from the go- 
vernment under which they lived, and kept alive in 
their breasts a warm and constant patriotism. In 
the last war with England, when Boston was threa- 
tened with an attack from the enemy, and volunta- 
ry contributions of labor became necessary for 
making arrangements for a proper defence, bishop 
Cheverus several times went out to work at the 
head of his flock, to assist in building ramparts and 
breastworks for defence. 
peace, but instructed his followers that self defence 
was not only a law of nature but a principle of reli- 


evjon. 


° After the death of Dr. Matignon, the duties of 


bishop Cheverus increased, and he ‘labored indefa- 


tigably, until his health sank under his exertions. | 
‘riages of crowned heads in Portugal, the move- 


In 1822,0n the return of baren de Neuville to 
France, who had been residing in this country, as 
minister from the court of France, the state of the 
bishop’s health was represented to Louis 18th, and 
his talents being well known, he was nominated by 
an ordinance, dated January, 13, 1823, to the bi- 
shopric of Montauban. He Jeft Boston in Septem- 
ber, 1823, for New York, whence he embarked for 
Havre, on board the Paris, and on the 21st of Oc- 
tober suffered shipwreck in a violent tempest on 
the coast of France. 
more than thirty years, he was thrown upon his na- 
tive shores, where the highest honors awaited him. 


He was soon raised to the dignity of archbishop of 


Bordeaux, and a few months since was appointed 
acardinal. It is not improbable that he would have 
been called to fill the pontifical chair, if he had sur- 
vived the present incumbent. 





COAL TRADE. 
From the New York Journal of Commerce. 

We often hear of the progress of steam, the pro- 
gress of improvement, the progress of the age, &c. 
but the progress of coal in this country is scarcely 
less remarkable, as will be seen from the annexed 
schedule, derived from a more particular statement 
in the Philadelphia Commercial List and Price 
Current. The first column of tons shows the whole 
quantity in the Philadelphia market from year to 
year, the quantity remaining on hand at the close 
of each year being included in the stock of the year 
next succeeding. 


Year. Tons in market. Sold. Remaining. 
1820 364 364 none. 
1821 1,073 1,073 none. 
1822 2,440 . little. 
1823 5,823 - do. 
1824 9,541 . do. 
1825 35,536 35,536 none, 
1826 47,5145 42,546 5,000 
1827 68,365 60,365 8,000 
1828 90,302 72,302 12,000 
1829 125,815 107,815 18,000 
1830 192,934 192,934 40,000 
1831 214,971 214,971 none. 
1832 364,051 294,051 70,000 
1833 560,000 425,000 135,000 
1834 514,936 394,936 120,000 
1835 680,750 677,435 none, 


Some attempt has been made lately to get upa 
panie in regard to the supplies of the present year; 
but the writer in the Commercial List assures us 
that it is without foundation. To the same effect 
is the testimony of the Minor’s Journal at Potts- 
ville, which states that a greater quantity, by at 
least 75,000 tons, has been or will be forwarded 
from that vieinity to Philadelphia this year than 
last. Nevertheless the price of the article is un- 
commonly high, resulting partly from the increased 


He was a minister of 


Thus, after an absence of 





price of labor, and partly perhaps from other cir- | 
or from any other foreign country; the said suspen- 


cumstances. It 1s, however, some consolation to 
know that we are not likely to be frozen out, as 
well as starved out, the coming winter, though, in 
truth, at the prices which almost all articles relat- 
ing to the sustenance and comfort of the body com- 
mand, we do not well see how people in moderate 
circumstances will be able to make the two ends of 
the year meet. 
An English writer, after speaking of the great 
manufacturing advantages of America and the ra- 
id progress of our manufactures and commerce, 


which he thinks may endanger the prosperity of 


England, says:— 

“The writer has been surprised at the little 
knowledge that exists here with respect to the mi- 
neral resources of America. In nothing does that 
country surpass Europe so much as in its rich beds 
of coal. By a government survey of the state of 
Pennsylvania, it appears that it contains twenty 
thousand square miles of coal, with iron in propor- 
tion. This is one state only!—while the whole of 
the Mississippi valley is more or less enriched with 
this valuable combustible. Several of his neigh- 
bors have been astonished by the inspection of a 
specimen of bituminous coal which the writer pro- 
cured from a pit at Brownsville, on the Mononga- 
hela river, above Pittsburgh, and which is pronounce- 
ed equal to the very best qualities produced from 
the mines in Yorkshire. The mode of working 


the pits is to drive an adit into the sloping banks of 


the navigable rivers, and at a few yards distance 
the coal stratum is usually found, six feet in thick- 
ness; and, as the miner is always able to work in an 
upright posture, one man will frequently produce 
as much as 100 loads a day. 

The steamboat in which the author went from 
Brownsville to Pittsburgh, stopped at one of these 
pits’ mouths, and took in a supply of fuel, which 
was charged at the rate of about 3 farthings a bush- 
el. These are facts which bear more directly upon 
the future destinies of this country than the mar- 


ments of savage forces in Russia, and similar pro- 
ceedings to which we attach so much importance.” 





TRADE WITH TUSCANY. 
OFFICIAL. 
By the president of the United States. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by an act of congress of the United 
States, of the twenty-fourth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-eight, entitled ‘an act 
in addition to an act entitled ‘an act concerning 
discriminating duties of tonnage and impost,’ and 
to equalize the duties on Prussian vessels and their 
cargoes,” it is provided that, upon satisfactory evi- 
dence being given to the president of the United 
States, by the government of any foreign nation, no 
discriminating duties of tonnage or impost are im- 
posed or levied, in the ports of the said nation, upon 
vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United 
States, or upon the produce, manufactures or mer- 
chandise, imported in the same, from the United 
States, or from any foreign country, the president 
is thereby authorised to issue his proclamation, de- 
claring that the foreign discriminating duties of 
tonnage and impost, within the United States, are, 
and shall be, suspended and discontinued, so far as 
respects the vessels of the said foreign nation, and 
the produce, manufactures or merchandise, import- 
ed into the United States, in the same, from the 
said foreign nation, or from any other foreign 
country; the said suspension to take effect from 
the time of such notification being given to the 
president of the United States, and to continue so 
long as the reciprocal exemption of vessels belong- 
ing to citizens of the United States, and their car- 
woes, as aforesaid, shall be continued, and no lon- 
ger: 
And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately 


been received by me from the government of his |} 


imperial and royal highness the grand duke of Tvus- 
cany, through an official communication of baron 
LepERER, the consul general of his imperial and 
royal highness in the United States, under date of 
the 6th day of August, 1836, that no discriminating 
duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied 
in the ports of ‘Tuscany upon vessels wholly be- 
longing to citizens of the United States, or upon 
the produce, manufactures or merchandise, import- 
ed in the same, from the United States, or from any 
foreign country: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, ANDREW JACKSON, pre- 
sident of the United States of America, do hereby 
deglare and proclaim that the foreign discriminating 
duties of tonnage and impost, within the United 
States, are, and shall be, suspended and discon- 
tinued, so far as respects the vessels of the grand 
dukedom of Tuscany, and the produce, manufac- 
tures or merchandise, imported into the United 


States, in the same, from the said grand dukedom, 


sion to take effect from the sixth day of August, 
1836, above mentioned, and to continue so long as 
the reciprocal exemption of vessels belonging to 
citizens of the United States, and their cargoes, as 
aforesaid, shall be continued, and no longer. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washing- 
ton, the first day of September, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, 
and of the independence of the United States the 
sixty-first. ANDREW JACKSON. 

By the president: 
Joun Forsytn, secretary of state. 





GEN. HARRISON’S OPINIONS. 
Washington, April 7, 1826. 
To Gen. William H. Harrison: 

Srr: I consider it the right of every citizen of 
the United States to ask and demand, and to be full 
informed of the political principles and opinions of 
those who are candidates for the various offices ip 
the gift of the people, and the imperious duty of the 
candidate to franlely and fully avow and declare the 
opinions which he entertains. I, therefore, as a 
voter, a citizen and an individual, feeling a deep and 
abiding interest in the welfare and prosperity of our 
common country, and an ardent desire to see the 
perpetuity of our free and happy form of govern- 
ment, take the liberty of asking you to give me 
your opinion and views on the following subjects: 

Ist. Will you (if elected president of the United 
States) sign and approve a bill distributing the sur- 
plus revenue of the United States to each state, ac- 
cording to the federal population of each, for inter- 
nal improvements, education and to such other ob- 
jects as the legislatures of the several states may 
see fit to apply the same? 

2d. Will you sign and approve a bill distributing 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands to each 
state, according to the federal population of each 
for the purposes above specified? ; 

3d. Will you sign and approve bills making ap- 
propriations to improve navigable streams above 
ports of entry? 

4th. Will you sign and approve (if it becomes 
necessary to secure and save from depreciation the 
revenue and finances of the nation, and to afford a 
uniform sound currency to the people of the United 
| States) a bill (with proper modifications and restric- 
tions) chartering a bank of the United States? 

5th. What is your opinion as to the constitution- 

_al power of the senate or the house of representa- 
'tives of the congress of the United States, to ex- 
_punge or obliterate from the journals the recards 
and proceedings of a previous session? 
y A frank, plain and full answer to the foregoing 
inquiries is respectfully and earnestly solicited. — 
| Your answer is desired as soon as possible. TI in- 
| tend this and your answer for publication. 

{ have the honor to be your humble and obedient 
servant, SHERROD WILLIAMS. 











GEN. HARRISON’S LETTER. 
North Bend, May 1, 1836. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 





‘| ceipt of your letter of the 7th ultimo, in which you 


request me to answer the following questions: 
Ist. «Will you, if elected president of the Unit- 
'ed States, sign and approve a bill distributing the 
surplus revenue of the United States to each state, 
according to the federal population of each, for in- 
ternal improvement, education, and to such other 
objects as the legislatures of the several states may 
see fit to apply the same?” 

2d. “Will you sign and approve a bill distributing 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands to each 
state, according to the federal population of each 
for the purposes above specified?” 

3d. ‘*Will you sign and approve bills making ap- 


/propriations to improve navigable streams above 


ports of entry?” 


4th. «Will you sign and approve (if it becomes 





necessary to secure and save from depreciation the 
revenue and finances of the nation, and to afford a 


‘uniform sound currency to the people of the Unit- 


ed States) a bill, (with proper modifications and re- 
strictions,) chartering a bank of the United States?” 

5th, ‘What is your opinion as to the constitu- 
tional power of the senate or house of representa- 
tives of the congress of the United States, to ex- 
punge or obliterate from the journals the records 
and proceedings of a previous a session?”’ 

From the manner in which the four first ques- 
tions are stated, it appears that you do not ik my 
opinion as to the policy or propriety of the mea- 
‘sures to which they respectively refer; but what 
| would be my course, if they were presented to me 
| (being in the presidential chair of the United States) 
| in the shape of bills, that had been duly passed by 
the senate and house of representatives, 
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From the opinions which I have formed of the in- 
tention of the constitutioft, as to the cases in which 
the veto power should be exercised by the presi- 
dent, I would have contented myself with giving an 
affirmative answer to the four first questions; but, 
from the deep interest which has Leen, and indeed 
is now, felt in relation to all these subjects, I think 
it proper to express my views upon each one sepa- 
rately. 

I answer, then, Ist. That the immediate return 
of all the surplus money which is or ought to be in 
the treasury of the United States, to the possession 
of the people, from whom it was taken, is called 
for by every principle of — and indeed of safe- 
ty to our institutions and I know of no mode of do- 
ing it better than that recommended by the present 
chief magistrate, in his first annual message to con- 
gress, in the following words: ‘To avoid these evils, 
at appears to me that the most safe, just and federal 
disposition which could be made of the surplus reve- 
nue, would be its apportionment among the several 
States, according to the ratio of representation.” 


This proposition has reference to a state of things 
which now actually exists, with the exception of 
the amount of money thus to be disposed of—for it 
could not have been anticipated by the president 
that the surplus above the real wants or convenient 
expenditures of the government would become so 
large, as that retaining it in the treasury would so 
much diminish the circulating medium as greatly to 
embarrass the business of the country. 


What other disposition can be made of it with a 
view to get it into immediate circulation, but to 
place it in the hands of the state authorities? So great 
is the amount, and so rapidly is it increasing, that it 
could not be expended for a very considerable time 


on the comparatively few objects to which it could d 


be appropriated by the general government; but the 
desired distribution amongst the people could be 
unmediately effected by the states, from the infinite 
variety of ways in which it might be employed by 
them. By them it might be loaned to their own 
banking institutions, or even to individuals—a mode 
of distribution by the general government which, | 
sincerely hope, is in the contemplation of no friend 
to his country. 

2u. Whilst I have always broadly admitted that 
the public lands were the common property of all 
the states, I have been the advocate of that mode 
of disposing of them which would create the great- 
est number of freeholders, and I conceived that in 
this way the interest of all would be as well secur- 
ed as by any other disposition; but since, by the 
stoall size of the tracts in which the lands are laid 
out, and the reduction of the price, this desirable 
situation is easily attainable by any person of tole- 
rable industry, I am perfectly reconciled to the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales as provided 
for by the bill introduced into the senate by Mr. 
Clay; the interest of all seems to be well provided 
for by this bill; and as from the opposition which 
has hitherto been made to the disposition of the 
lands heretofore contemplated by the representa- 
tives of the new states, there is no probability of its 
being adopted, I think it ought no longer to be in- 
sisted on. 

3d. As I believe that no money should be taken 
from the treasury of the United States to be expend- 
ed on internal improvements but for those which 
are strictly national, the answer to this question 
would be easy but from the diffieulty of determin- 
ing which of those that are from time to time pro- 
posed would be of this description. This circum- 
stance, the excitement which has already been 
produced by appropriations of this kind, and the 
jealousies which it will no doubt continue to pro- 
duce if persisted in, give additional elaims to the 
mode of on yropriating all the surplus revenue of 
the United States in the manner above suggested. 
Each state will then have the means of accomplish- 
ing its own schemes of internal improvement. 
Still there will be particular cases when a contem- 
plated improvement will be of greater advantage to 
the union generally, and some particular states, 
than to that in which it is to be made. In such 
cases, as well as those in the new states, where the 
value of the public domain will be greatly enhane- 
ed by an improvement in the means of eommuniea- 
tion, the general government should certainly larce- 
ly contribute. ‘To appropriations of the latter cha- 
racter there has never been any very warm opposi- 
tion. Upon the whole, the distribution of the sur- 
plus revenue amongst the states seems likely to re- 
move most if not all, the causes of dissention of 
which the internal improvement system has been 
the fruitful source. There is nothing, in my opi- 


nion, more sacredly incumbent upon those who are | 


concerned in the administration of our government 


than that of preserving harmony between the states. | 


From the construction of our system there has 





been, and probably ever will be, more or less Jea- 
lously between the general and state governments; 
but there is nothing in the constitution—nothing in 
the character of the relation which the states bear 
to each other—which can create any unfriendly 
feeling, if the common guardian administers its 
favors with an even and impartial hand. That 
this may be the case, all those to whom any portion 
of this delicate power is entrusted should always 
act upon the principles of forbearance and concilia- 
tion; ever more ready to sacrifice the interest of 
their immediate constituents rather than violate the 
rights of the other members of the family. Those 
who pursue a different course, whose rule is never 
to stop short of the attainment of all which they 
may consider their due, will often be found to have 
trespassed upon the boundary they had themselves 
established. The observations with which I shall 
conclude this letter on the subject of the veto 
power by the president will apply to this as well as 
your other questions. 

4th. I have before me a newspaper, in which I 
ain designated by its distinguished editor “the bank 


‘| and federal candidate.” 1 think it would puzzle 


the writer to adduce any act of my life which war- 
rants him in identifying me with the interest of the 
first, or the politics of the latter. Having no means 
of ascertaining the sentiments of the directors and 
stockholders of the bank of the United States 
(which is the one, I presume, with which it was 
intended to associate me) I cannot say what their 
course is likely to be in relation to the ensuing 
election for president. Should they, however, give 
me their support, it will be evidence at least that 
the opposition which I gave to their institution in 
my capacity of representative from Ohio in con- 
gress proceeded, in their opinion, from a sense of 
duty which I could not disregard. 

The journals of the second session of the thir- 
teenth, and those of the fourteenth congress, will 
show that my votes are recorded against them upon 
every question in which their interests was involv- 
ed. I did, indeed, exert myself in the senate of 
Ohio to procure a repeal of the law which had im- 
posed an enormous tax upon the branches which 
had been located in its boundaries at the request of 
the citizens. The ground of those exertions was 
not the interest of the bank; but to save what I con- 
sidered the honor of the state, and to prevent a con- 
troversy between the state officers and those of the 
United States. 

In the spring of 1834, I had also the honor to 
preside at a meeting of the citizens of Hamilton 
county called for the purpose of expressing their 
sentiments in relation to the removal of the public 
money from the custody of the bank by the sole au- 
thority of the executive. As president of the 
meeting, I explained at some length the object for 
which it was convened; but I advanced no opinion 
in relation to the recharter of the bank. 

A most respectful memorial to the president in 
relation to the removal of the deposites was adopt- 
ed, as were also resolutions in favor of rechartering 
the bank; but, as I have already said, this was not 
the purpose for which the meeting was called, and 
not one upon which, as presiding officer, I was call- 
ed upon to give an opinion, but in the event of an 
equal division of the votes. 

As a private citizen, no man can be more entire- 
ly clear of any motive, either for the rechartering 
the old institution, or creating a new one, under the 
authority of the United States. I never had a sin- 
gle share in the former, nor indeed in any bank, 
with one exception; and that many years ago fail- 
ed, with the loss of the entire stock. I have no in- 
clination again to venture in that way, even if I 
should ever possess the means. With the excep- 
tion above mentioned, of stoek in a bank long since 
broken, I never put out a dollar at interest in my 
life. My interest being entirely identified with the 
cultivation of the soil, I am immediately and per- 
sonally connected with none other. 

I have made this statement to show you that I 
am not committed to any course in relation to the 
chartering of a bank of the United States; and that 
I might, if so disposed, join in the popular cry of 
denunciation against the old institution, and upon 
its misconduet predicate an opposition to the char- 
tering of another. 

I shall not, however, take this course so _— 
to that which I hope I have followed through life, 
but will give you my sentiments elearly and fully, 
not only with regard to the future conduct of the 
government on the subject of a national bank, but 
in relation to the operations of that which is now 
defunct. 

I was not in congress when the late bank was 
chartered, but was a member of the thirteenth con- 
rress, after its first session, when the conduct of the 
bank in its incipient measures, was examined into; 
and believing frem the result of the investigation 


~- 


that the charter had been violated, I voted for the 
judicial investigation; with a view of annulling jts 
charter. The resolution for that purpose, however. 
failed; and shortly after, the management of its af. 
fairs was committed to the talents and integrity of 
Mr. Cheves. From that period to its final dissolu. 
tion, (although I must confess I am not avery com. 
petent judge of such matters), I have no idea that 
an institution could have been conducted with more 
ability, integrity and public advantage, than it has 
been. 

Under these impressions, I agree with gen. Jack. 
son in the opinion expressed in one of his messages 
to congress, from which I make the following ex- 
tract: “that a bank of the Uniied States, competent 
to all the duties which may be required by the govern- 


I do not entertain a doubt.”* But the period for re- 
chartering the old institution has passed, as Penn- 


herself the benefits of its large capital. The ques- 
tion then, for me to answer, is, whether, under the 


resident, I would, sign an act to charter another 

ank, to answer, I would, if it were clearly ascer- 
tained that the public interest, in relation to the col- 
lection and disbursement of the revenue would ma- 
terially suffer without one, and there were unequi- 
vocal manifestations of public opinion in its favor. 
I think, however, the experiment should be fairly 
tried, to ascertain whether the financial operations 
of the government cannot be as well carried on 
without the aid of a national bank. If it is not ne- 
cessary for that purpose, it does not appear to me 
that one can be constitutionally chartered. There 
is no construction which I can give the constitution 
which would authorise it, on the ground of afford- 
ing facilities tocommerce. The measure, if adopt- 
ed, must have for its object the carrying into effect 


the powers positively granted to the general govern- 
ment. Ifothers flow from it, producing equal ad- 
vantages to the nation, so much the better; but these 
cannot be made the ground for justifying a recourse 
to it. 

The excitement which has been produced by the 


those who deny the right to congress to charter one, 

strongly recommend the course above suggested. 
5th. I distinctly answer to this question, that, in 

my opinion, neither house of congress can constitu- 


their predecessors. The power to rescind certainly 
belongs to them; and is, for every public legitimate 
purpose, all that is necessary. The attempt to ex- 
punge a part of their journal, now making in the 
senate of the United States, I am satisfied could 
never have been made but in a period of the highest 
party excitement, when the voice of reason and ge- 
nerous feeling is stifled by long pretracted and bit- 
ter controversy. 

In relation to the exercise of the veto power by 
the president, there is, 1 think, an important differ- 
ence in opinion between the Ee chief magis- 
trate and myself. I express this opinion with less 
diffidence, because I believe mine is in strict ac- 
cordance with those of all the previous presidents to 
gen. Jackson. 

The veto power, or the control of the executive 
over the enactment of laws by the legislative body, 
was not unknown in the United States previously 
to the formation of the present federal constitution. 
It does not appear, however, to have been in much 
favor. The principle was to be found in but three 
of the state constitutions; and in but one of them 
(Massachusetts) was the executive power lodged 
in the hands of a single chief magistrate. One 
other state (South Carolina) had, indeed, not only 
adopted this principle, but had given its single exe- 
cutive magisirate an absolute negative upon the 
acts of the legislature. In all other instances it has 
been a qualified negative, like that of the U. States. 
The people of South Carolina seem, however, not 
to have been long pleased with this investment of 
power in their governor, as it lasted but two years; 
having been adopted in 1776 and repealed in 1778; 
from which time the acts of the legislature of that 
state have been entirely freed from executive con- 
trol. Since the adoption of the constitution of the 
United States, the veto principle has been adopted 
by several states, and, until very lately, it seemed 
to be rapidly growing into favor. 

Before we can form a correct opinion of the man- 
ner in which this power should be exercised, it is 
proper to understand the reasons which have induc- 
ed its adoption. In its theory, it is manifestly an 
innovation upon the first principle of republican go- 
vernment—that the majority should rule. Why 
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should Jae ie individual control the will of that |p 
- majority? 


t will not be said that there is more 


bility of finding greater wisdom in the exe- 
ee leis than 7 Che halls of the legislature. 


Nor can it possibly be supposed that an individual | } 


‘ding in the centre of an extensive country, can 
Hoge acquainted with the wants and wishes of 
a numerous people, as those who come immediately 
from amongst them—the artakers, for a portion of 
the year, in their various labors and employments, 
and the witnesses of the effects of the laws in their 
more minute as well as general operations. As far, 
then, as it regards a knowledge of the wants and 
wishes of the people, wisdom to discover remedies 
for existing evils, and devising schemes for increas- 
ing the public prosperity, it would seem that the le- 

islative bodies did not require the aid of an execu- 
tive magistrate. But there is a principle, recogniz- 
ed by all the American constitutions, which was un- 
known to the ancient republics. They all acknow- 
ledge rights in the minority, which cannot rightfully 
be taken from them. Experience had shewn, that 
in large assemblies, these rights were not always 
respected. It would be in vain that they should 
be enumerated, and respect for them enjoined in the 
constitution. A popular assembly, under the influ- 
ence of that spirit of party which is always disco- 
verable in a greater or less degree in all republics, 
might, and. would, as it was believed sometines 
disregard them. ‘To guard against this danger, and 
to secure the rights of each individual, the expedi- 
ent of creating a department independent of the 
others, and amenable only to the laws, was adopted. 
Security was thus given against any palpable viola- 
tion of the constitution, to the injury of indivi- 
duals, or of a minority party. But it was still pos- 
sible for a wilful and excited majority to enact laws 
of the greatest injustice and tyranny, without vio- 
Jating the letter of their charter. 

And this [ take to be the origin of the veto pow- 
er, as well in the state governments as that of the 
United States. It appears to have been the inten- 
tion to create an umpire between the contending 
factions which had existed, it was believed, and 
would continue to exist. If there was any propri- 
ety in adopting this principle in the government of 
a state, all the reasons in favor of it existed in a ten- 
fold degree for incorporating it in that of the United 
States. The operations of the latter, extending 
over an immense tract of country, embracing the 
products of almost every clime, and that country 
divided too, into a number of separate governments, 
in many respects independent of each other, and of 
the common federal head, left but little hope that 
they could always be carried on in harmony. It 
could not be doubted that sectional interests would 
at times predominate in the bosoms of the immediate 
representatives of the people and the states, and 
combinations formed destructive of the public good, 
or unjust or 1 ages to aminority. Where could 
a power to check these local feelings, and to de- 
stroy the effects of unjust combinations, be better 
placed than in the hands of that department whose 
authority, being derived from the same common so- 
vereign, is co-ordinate with the rest, and which en- 
joys the great distinction of being at once the im- 
mediate representative of the whole people, as well 
as of each particular state? 

In the foriner character, the interests of the whole 
community would be rigidly supported, and, in the 
latter, the rights of each member steadfastly main- 
tained. The representation from the state autho- 
rities in the electoral colleges, I consider one of the 
most felicitous features in the constitution. It 
serves as an eternal momento to the chief magis- 
trate that it is his duty to guard the interest of the 
weak against the unjust aggressions of the strong 
and powerful. From these premises, you will con- 
clude that I consider the qualified veto upon the 
acts of the legislature, conferred by the constitution 
— the president, as a conservative power, intend- 
ed only to be used to secure the instrament itself 
from violation, or, in times of high party excite- 
ment, to protect the rights of the minority, and the 
interests of the weaker members of the union. Such, 
indeed, is my opinion, and such we must be- 
lieve to be the opinion of nearly all the distinguish- 
ed men who have filled the executive chair. If I 
were president of the United States, an act which 
did not invelve either of the principles above enu- 
merated, must have been passed under very pecu- 
liar circumstances of precipitancy for opposition to 
the known public will, to induce me to refuse te it 
my sanction. 

If the opinion I have given of the motives of the 


framers of the constitution, in giving the veto power | 


to the president, is correct, it follows that they 
never could have expected that he who was con- 
stituted the umpire between contending parties 
should ever identify himself with the interest of 
one of them, and voluntarily raze himself from the 


roud eminence of leader of a nation to that of 
chief of a party. I can easily conceive the exist- 
ence of a state of things by which the chief magis- 
trate of a state may be forced to act upon party 
yrinciples; but such a course is entirely opposed to 
all the obligations which the constitution imposes 
on a president of the United States, The immense 
influence he possesses will always give to his party 
the preponderance, and the very circumstance of 
its being an executive party will be the cause of 
infusing more bitterness and vindictive feeling in 
these domestic contests. Under these circumstan- 
ces, the qualified veto given by the constitution, 
may, if the president should think proper to change 
its character, become as absolute in practice as that 
ossessed by the kings of England and France. 
Vices the great variety of local interests acting upon 
the members of the two houses of congress, and 
from the difficulty of keeping all the individuals of 
a large party under the control of pany discipline, 
laws will often be passed by small majorities ad- 
verse to the interests of the dominant party; but if 
the president should think proper to use the veto 
ower for the purpose of promoting the interests of 
his party, it will be in vain to expect that a ma- 
jority so large as two-thirds in both houses would 
be found in opposition to his wishes. In the hands 
of such a president the qualified veto of the con- 
stitution would in practice become absolute. 

I have, upon another occasion, expressed my 
views upon the danger of a dominant executive 
party. It may perhaps be said that the chief magis- 
trate will find it impossible to avoid the influence of 
party spirit. Several of our chief magistrates, how- 
ever, have been able to escape its influence; or what 
is the same thing, to act as if they did not feel it. 
As one mode of avoiding it, it would be my aim to 
interfere with the legislation of congress as little as 
possible. The clause in the constitution which 
makes it the duty of the president to give congress 
information of the state of the union, and to recom- 
mend to their consideration such measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient, could never 
be intended to make him the source of legislation. 
Information should always be frankly given, and 
recommendations upon such matters as come more 
immediately under his cognizance than theirs. But 
there itshould end. If he should undertake to pre- 
pare the business of Icgislation for the action of 
congress, or to assume the character of code maker 
for the nation, the personal interest which he will 
take in the success of his measures will necessarily 
convert him into a partizan, and will totally incapa- 
citate him from performing the part of that impartial 
umpire, which is the character that I have suppesed 
the constitution intends him to assume when the 
acts passed by the legislature are submitted to his 
decision. I donot think it by any means necessary 
that he should take the lead as a reformer, even 
when reformation is, in his opinion, necessary. Re- 
formers will never be wanting when it is well un- 
derstood that the power which wields the whole 
patronage of the nation will not oppose the refor- 
mation. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
sir, your humble servant, W. H. HARRISON. 
To the hon. Sherrod Williams. 





MR. VAN BUREN’S OPINIONS. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
Washington city, April 7, 1836. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, vice president: 
Srr: I consider it the right of every citizen of the 
United States to ask and demand and to be fully in- 


those who are candidates for the various offices in 


the candidate to frankly and fully avow and disclose 
the opinions which he entertains. I therefore, (as 
a voter, a citizen and an individual feeling a deep 
and abiding interest in the welfare and prosperity 
of our common country, and an ardent desire to see 
the perpetuity of our free and happy form of go- 
vernment), take the liberty of asking your views 
on the following subjects: 

Ist. Will you, (if elected president of the United 
States), sign and approve a bill distributing the sur- 
plus revenue of the United States to each state, 
according to the federal population of each, for in- 


objects as the legislatures of the several states may 
think fit to apply the same? 

2d. Will you sign and approve a bill distributing 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands to each 
state according to the federal population of each, 
for the purposes above specified? 

8d. Will you sign and approve bills making ap- 
propriations to improve navigable streams above 
ports ofentry? 

4th. Will you sign and approve, (if it becomes 





necessary to secure and save from depreciation the 





formed of the political principles and opinions of 


the gift of the people, and the imperious duty of 


ternal improvements, education and to such other | 








revenue and finances of the nation, and to afford 
uniform sound currency to the people of the United 
States), a bill (with proper modifications and re- 
strictions), chartering a bank of the United States? 

5th. What is your opinion as to the constitutional 
power of the senate or house of representatives of 
the congress of the United States, to expunge or 
obliterate from the jonrnals the records and pro- 
ceedings of a previous session? : 

A frank, plain and full answer to the foregoing 
inquiries is respectfully and earnestly solicited. 
Your answer is desired as soon as possible. I in- 
tend this and your answer for publication. 

I have the honor to be, your humble and obedient 
servant, SHERROD WILLIAMS. 


Washington, April 20th, 18386. 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of a letter from you, asking my opinions and views 
upon a series of public questions. You have ac- 
companied the submission of your interrogatories 
with a reference to the existing relations between 
us of voter and candidate, and a declaration of your 
sense of the rights and duties growing out of the 
same. 

Concurring, as I do, in the principle which in- 
culcates and secures the most liberal interchange of 
sentiments between the elector and the candidate, 
I think it nevertheless, just and reasonable to pro- 
tect myself against the inference of having assent- 
ed, without limitation, to the general proposition 
you have advanced. The duty of a candidate for 
the suffrages of the people to answer fully all in- 
quiries made by an elector undetermined as to his 
course, and seeking, in good faith, information as 
to the opinions of the candidate, touching the ap- 
propriate duties of the office to be filled, is one 
which I cheerfully acknowledge, and will, upon all 
proper occasions, faithfully discharge. 

The rights of an elector on the other hand, who 
has already determined to oppose the individual to 
whom his inquiries are addressed, and who makes 
them with the sole view of exposing, at his own 
time, and the mode he may select, the opinions of 
the candidate to unfriendly criticism, and the can- 
didate himself to prejudice in the estimation of por- 
tions of his fellow citizens, stand, in my judgment, 
upon a different footing. To such inguiries I hold 
the candidate to be at liberty to reply or not, as 
justice to the country, and to his own character 
may. in his opinion, dictate. 

My personal acquaintance with you is, as you 
know, very limited, and without stopping to in- 
quire as to your objects in this particular, I cheer- 
fully assume them to be such as I have first de- 
scribed. I do this the more readily, as your cha- 
racter and situation assure me that if this impres- 
sion is erroneous—if your course in regard to the 
presidential election, so far as I am concerned, is 
settled, and the information you seek is not asked 
with a view to your own conduct, you will say so 
frankly. 

Acting upon this assumption and belief, I will 
cheerfully give you my “opinions and views” upon 
the subjects which you have submitted to my con- 
sideration. In your lists of questions, I find several 
which are now under discussion in congress, and 
upon which it may become my duty to vote, as 
president of the senate, before the termination of 
the present session. My reply to your letter will, 
therefore, be delayed for a short time; but I will 
embrace an early moment after congress rises, and 
in abundant season for the purposes of your inquiry, 
to send it to you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, M. VAN BUREN. 

The hon. Sherrod Williams. 


Washington, June 9, 1836. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren: 

Str: I addressed you a letter on the 7th of April 
last, asking your opinions in relation to the several 
subjects therein specified. I done so in good faith 
for the purpose of knowing your opinions on those 
points, and for the purpose of determining upon the 
course that I would take in the coming contest for 
the presidency. I had the honor, on the 20th of 
the same month, toreceive a letter from you acknow- 
ledging the receipt of mine, and in which you say 
you will answer the questions propounded in my 
letter, but that that answer woul be deferred until 
after the adjournment of the present session of con- 
gress, because some of the subjects upon which I 
asked your opinion were pending before the senate, 
and perhaps you might have, (in the event the se- 
nate was equally divided), to give the casting vote. 
{ must be permitted to say that the reason given by 
you for not answering my questions is wholly and 
entirely unsatisfactory. I have always considered 
it the duty of a candidate for office, in the gift of the 
people, to inform those whose suffrages he seeks, 
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of his views and opinions as to the constitutionality 
and policy of those measures in which they may 
be interested, and particularly when the candidate 
shall be called upon, by those who have the right 
to ask his opinion, and not to decline giving his 
opinion before his election, because, perhaps and 
perchance, he might have to vote upon those sub- 
jects or some one of them. If the people knew in 
advance the opinion of the candidate, they might 
not place him in a condition to vote. 

If the reason you assign, for not answering my 
questions until the adjournment of the present ses- 
sion of congress, be a good one, the same reason 
will continue to exist and apply with equal force 
until the fourth of March next; for at the next ses- 
sion of congress, (whether you shall be elected pre- 
sident of the United States or not), you may be 
called upon as president of the senate to vote upon 
all or some one of the subjects mentioned in my 
letter. I am in good faith anxious to obtain your 
opinion upon the points submitted in my letter, and 
therefore again most earnestly and respectfully so- 
licit your answer as soon as practicable. 

I have the honor to be your obedient and humble 
servant, SHERROD WILLIAMS. 


Washington June 14, 1836. 

Sir: I find nothing in your last letter to change 
my decision in respect to the time at which I pro- 
poare to reply to your first. It is however due to 

oth of us that I should correct an error into which 
you have fallen. 

I have already informed you that I would em- 
brace an early moment after congress rises and in 
abundant season for the purposes of your inquiry, to 
send you my answer. That determination remains 
not only unchanged, but is confirmed by the state- 
ments you have now made. You may therefore 
dismiss from your mind all apprehensions of not re- 
ceiving it in full time for the object you have in 
view. lam, sir, your obedient humble servant, 


M. VAN BUREN. 


Albany, August 8, 1836. 
To the hon. Sherrod Williams, representative in 
congress from the state of Kentucky: 

Sir: I embrace the earliest convenient moments, 
after the adjournment of congress, to give you “‘my 
opinions and views”’ on the various subjects to which 
my attention was called by your letterof the 7th of 
April last. 

The first of these subjects relates to the proprie- 
ty of a law for the distribution of the surplus re- 
venue of the United States among the states, ac- 
cording to their federal population, for internal im- 
provements, education and such other objects as 
the legislatures of the states may see fit to apply 
the saine. 

In my opinion, congress does not possess the 
power, under the constitution, to raise money for 
distribution among the states; and if a distinction 
can be maintained between raising money for such 
purpose, and the distribution of an unexpected sur- 
plus, (of which I am not satisfied), I think it ought 
not to be attempted without a previous amendment 
of the constitution, defining the authority and regu- 
lating its exercise. Apprefending danger to the 
union from the course of federal legislation upon the 
subject of internal improvements, and fearing that 
it could not otherwise be arrested, I was inclined, 
at the commencement of president Jackson’s ad- 
ministration, to favor the idea of a distribution an- 
nually among the states, of the surplus revenue, 
and an amendment of the constitution conferring on 
congress authority to make it. President Jackson, 
entertaining similar apprehensions, submitted sug- 
gestions to this effect to the consideration of con- 
gress. They met with approbation in some quar- 
ters, but were denounced in others, with extraordi- 
nary severity, as encouraging a policy particularly 
unjust and ruinous to a part of the union, and sub- 
versive of the principles upon which it was found- 
ed. 

Time and circumstances have worked changes of 
opinion on the subject, from which my own mind 
has not been exempted. ‘The intelligence and pa- 
triotism of the people proved adequate to the desir- 
ed reform, in the legislation of congress upon the 
subject of internal improvements, without resorting 
to the proposed distribution: and the experience of 
the last session has fully satisfied me of the impro- 
priety of any such measure. ‘The support of the 
state governments in all their rights, as the most 
competent administration of our domestic concerns, 
and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican 
tendencies;” and ‘‘the preservation of the general 

overnment, inits whole censtitutional vigor, as 
the sheet anchor of our peace at home and safety 
abroad,”’ were described by Mr. Jefferson as among 
the essential principles of our government, which 
ought always to shape its administration. ‘The ex- 


perience of more than thirty years has attested the 
wisdom and justice of these sentiments—and it be- 
hooves those who are entrusted with the manage- 
ment of public affairs, to beware how they disre- 

ard the admonition. They who can yet allow 
themselves to hope that these great principles can 
be maintained under the operation of any of the pro- 
posed systems of distribution, have looked upon 
the signs of the times in a different light from my- 
self. It is my firm conviction, that any system by 
which a distribution is made among the states, of 
moneys collected by the federal government, would 
introduce vices into the legislation of both govern- 
ments, productive ofthe most injurious eifects, as 
well upon the best interests of the country, as upon 
the ty ostagg | of our political institutions. I sin- 
cerely hope, therefore, that the good sense and pa- 
triotism of the American people, will prevent the 
adoption of any such plan. 

The deposite bill (recently passed) will remove 
any pretence of a speedy necessity for sucha step, 
and give time to provide against the recurrence of 
a redundance of revenue. It would, indeed, be a 
great misfortune, if that law were regarded by the 
country as pledging the future course of its legisla- 
tion to the policy to which yourefer. The circum- 
stances under which it was passed, were of an ex- 
traordinary character, and cannot well again occur. 
To give a legislative organization to the fiscal 
agency for the collection and disbursement of the 
public revenue, which had been established through 
the treasury department by executive authority, as 
a substitute for that of the bank of the United States, 
was an object of the very highest importance. It 
was the successful winding up of one the most ar- 
duous conflicts between the well understood will of 
the poe on the one side, and the moneyed power 
of the nation acting in concert with a formidable 
portion of its political power on the other, that has 
ever taken place, certainly that has ever resulted in 
the triumph of the popular will in any country. To 
accomplish this by the assent of all parties, to make 
all responsible for the future working of the sys- 
tem, by consulting liberally their opinions and 
wishes in its formation, and to put an end to those 
fierce and incessant assaults upon the management 
of the fiscal affairs of the government, by means of 
which every interest was disturbed, was a result 
which could not be too ardently desired. The pre- 
sident had for several sessions called the attention 
of congress to this subject without effect, and the 
opposition party in congress, by availing itself of 
partial diversities of opinion among the friends of 
the administration, acquired the power to prescribe 
conditions to its final settlement. That to which 
their demands were ultimately reduced, was a dis- 
tribution of the deposites of a portion of the public 
moneys among the states. 

After ineffectual efforts in both houses, on the 
part of the great mass of the supporters of the go- 
vernment in each, to separate that part of the bill 
which provided for the regulation of the deposite 
banks from the sections which made a different dis- 
position of the surplus revenue, the friends of the 
administration, differing among themselves in regard 
to details and construction, but with the same ge- 
neral object in view, yielded their support, by large 
majorities, to the bill, in the modified form in which 
it came from the house of representatives. The 
amendment of the house, although it did not strip 
the bill of all its dangerous tendencies, made an es- 
sential change in its character in respect to the 
question of constitutionality. In its previous form, 
it took the money by appropriation out of the trea- 
sury, and thereby necessarily raised the question 
whether the use which was proposed to be made 
of it, was amongst the “expenditures” authorised 
by the federal constitution. By the bill, as amend- 
ed, no money is drawn from the treasury, but the 
state treasuries, like the state banks, are, to a limit- 
ed extent, made places of deposite; of the consti- 
tutional power to do which, with the consent of the 
states, there can be no question. The president, 
assuming, as he was bound by a proper respect for 
the institutions of the country to do, that good faith 
would be kept in the deaiings which it authorised 
between the federal and state governments, gave his 
assent to the measure. I would have given to the 
bill a similar direction, if it had beeome my duty 
to decide on the question of its passage or rejec- 
tion. 

It now remains for public opinion, to the efficacy 
of which we all have so much reason to look with 
confidence and hope, to determine the character of 
the ultimate results to be expected from it. That 
the subject is of the first importance, all must ad- 
mit; and I participate fully in the apprehensions so 
extensively entertained and so freely expressed as | 
‘to its effects. But Ido not despair. Often as we 
have seen our political horizon overcast with por- 








| tentous clouds, and the safe conduct of public af-! 


fairs beset by combinations which, to all appear. 
ance, could not be overcome, we have never yet 
seen the time when those doubts and difficulfjes 
were not finally and satisfactorily cleared away by 
the operation of this powerful corrector. Such, } 
doubt not, will be the result now; and such, in the 
nature of things, must it always be, as long as the 
people are uncorrupted and our institutions free. 

rejudice, passion and selfishness, may rule the 
hour, and give a direction to public questions, 
when the controlling power rests in a single head, 
or in a few individuals whose position exempts 
them from the injurious effects of official errors, 
but this can seldom happen, when that power ex. 
ists only, as is the case with us, in the great body 
of well informed and virtuous communities, who 
are to bear the consequences, whether for good or 
for evil, of public measures. 

It is now for the majority of the people to decide 
whether the measure referred to shall only be tole- 
rated as a temporary expedient, forced upon the 
country by a conjunction of extraordinary circum- 
stances; and rendered less objectionable in conse- 
quence of its effect in removing beyond the reach 
of party contention and factious misrepresentations, 
disturbing questions in relation to the public mo- 
neys, at a moment when the public mind is, from 
other causes, peculiarly liable to be unduly influ- 
enced by sinister and unfounded imputations, or 
whether the distribution of the public deposites 
shall be the parent and forerunner of future distri- 
butions of the public revenue. ‘That the decision 
of this interesting question will be honestly made, 
we all know, and I do not doubt that it will also be 
wisely made. 

I hope and believe, that the public voice, will de- 
mand, that this species of legislation shall termi- 
nate with the emergency that produced it—that 
early and efficient steps will be taken to prevent 
the recurrence of a state of things calculated to 
furnish an excuse for any measure of distribution, 
by the adoption of the only natural, safe and just 
remedy for an excess of revenue, a reduction of the 
taxes, effectual in its results, equitable in its details, 
and wisely adapted to the circumstances of the 
country—that we shall be content to continue the ac- 
tion of our complicated but admirable system of go- 
vernment, state and federal, in the course that has 


conducted our country to its present palmy state of 


prosperity and renown—and shall eschew in future 
those schemes of improvement in their administra- 
tion, with which the country is from time to time 


inundated, the results of which, to say the best of 


them, are extremely hazardous, and which too often 
have quite as witch in view the individual advan- 
tage of the projector as the good of the nation. 
The next subject embraced in your inquiries, is 
the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands amongst the states according to the 
federal population of each, for similar purposes. 
My views in regard to several public questions, 
and amongst them the proper distribution of the 
public lands, were asked by a portion of the citi- 
zens of my own state shortly after my nomination 
for the presidency. They were given in August, 
1835, and upon the latter subject expressed in the 
following words: ‘In respect to the public lands, I 
need only observe, that 1 regard the public domain 
as a trust fund belonging to all the states, to be dis- 
posed of for their common benefit. Ample autho- 
rity is for that purpose conferred on congress by an 
express provision of the constitution. In making 
such disposition, that body should in my opinion act 
upon the principle, that the people of the United 
States have a greater interest 1n an early settlement 
and substantial improvement of the public lands, 
than in the amount of revenue which may be deriv- 
ed from them. ‘To accomplish this object, the ac- 
cumulation of large tracts in few hands should be 
discountenanced, and liberal facilities afforded to the 
acquisition of small portions by such of our citizens, 


wherever residing, as are in good faith desirous of 


possessing them as homes for themselves and fa- 
milies. 

«The particular measures by which these results 
are to be secured, is matter of detail to be settled 
by congress, in the exercise of a sound discretion, 
aided by the lights of experience, and having refer- 
ence to the general interests of the country. The 
disposition of the public lands ake Pee by the bill 
to which president Jackson refused his assent, was, 
in my opinion, highly objectionable. I therefore 
approved of its rejection by him at the time, and all 
my subsequent reflection has confirmed me in that 
opinion.” I have watched the discussions which 
this subject has since undergone, with all the atten- 
tion which its importance demands and with ap 
earnest desire to arrive at conclusions in regard 
it which shall best answer the requirements of jt 
tice, and promote the interests of all the states, b 
have seen no cause to doubt the correctness of the: 
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‘ews. 1am of opinion that the avails of the pub- 
Nic lands will be more cavitaley, and faithfully ap-. 
lied «to the common benefit “wn United pect 

tinued application to the general wants 
pe ti mg oy any other mode that has 
uggested; and that such an appropriation 

ag “every respect preferable to the distribution 


f among the states, in the manner your ques- 
mpeg 4 Entertaining these views, I cannot 


i ou any encouragement that I will, in the 
Sia my ‘lection a the presidency, favor that 
rye, next ask me whether I will approve bills 
making appro riations to improve navigable rivers 
above ports of entry. St 

[am not aware that there is any question in re- 
ference to the subject of internal improvements by 
the federal government, upon which my opinions 
have not been fully expressed in a letter written by 
‘me in October, 1832, when a candidate for the vice 

residency, to the Shocco Springs committee of N. 
Carolina, and in a letter from the attorney general 
of the United States to Mr. Garland of Mechlen- 
burgh, in 1835, in which he was authorised to speak 
my sentiments in the matter. These documents 


of the treasury, than b 


' have been frequently and extensively published.— 


Upon referring to them, you will find that from the 
first action of president Jackson upon this particu- 


ilar portion of his official duties, which happened 
) while I was a member of his cabinet, until the time 
* when those letters were written, there has been co- 
t operation in action and a general correspondence in 
* opinion between him and myself upon the whole 
subject. In the views expressed by him upon the 


articular question to which your inquiry extends, 


in his annual message to congress in December, 
7 1834, I fully concur. 


They were as follows: 
“There is another class of appropriations for 


* what may be called, without impropriety, internal 
7 improvements, which have always been regarded 
as standing upon different grounds from those to 
* which I have referred. 
J for their object the improvement of our harbors, 
7 and the removal of partial and temporary obstruc- 
} tions in our navigable rivers, for the facility and se- 
curity of our foreign commerce. The grounds 
YP upon which [ distinguished wena nt of this 
> kind from others, have already b 

Pgress. I will only now add that at the first session 
} of congress under the new constitution, it was pro- 


I allude to such as have 


een stated to con- 


? vided by law, that all expenses which should accrue 


§ from and after the 15th day of August, 1789, in the 
} necessary suppert and maintenance and repairs of 


all light houses, beacons, buoys and public piers, 


‘erected, placed or sunk before the passage of the 
Fact, within any bay, inlet, harbor, or port of the 


| United States, for rendering the navigation thereof 
) easy and safe, should be defrayed out of the treasu- 


J ry of the United States; and further, that it should 
| | be the duty of the secretary of the treasury to pro- 
| vide by contracts, with the approbation of the 


president, for rebuilding when necessary, and keep- 


} ing in good repair, the light houses, beacons, buoys 
and public piers in the several states, and for fur- 
“J nishing them with supplies. 
/ similar objects have been continued from time to 
|» time to the present without interruption or dispute. 
@ Asa oar consequence of the increase and ex- 
’ tension of our foreign commerce, ports of entry and 


Appropriations for 


delivery have been multiplied and established, not 

only upen our seabord, but in the interior of the 
gable rivers. The 
convenience and safety of this commerce have led 


_ tothe gradual extension of these expenditures; to 
. the erection of light houses, the placing, planting 
and sinking of buoys, beacons and piers, and to the 
~ removal of partial and temporary obstructions in 
» our navigable rivers, and in the harbors upon our 
great lakes, as well as on the seabord. 

“Although I have expressed to congress my ap- 
i preseanens that these expenditures have sometimes 


een extravagant and disproportionate to the advan- 


‘ tages to be derived from them, I have not felt it to 


be my duty to refuse my assent to bills containing 


» them, and have contented myself to follow in this 
H respect in the footsteps of ali my predecessors.— 


| Sensible, however, from experience and observa- 
© tion, of the great abuses to which the unrestricted 
’ exercise of this authority by congress was exposed, 
» [have prescribed a limitation for the government of 
» ]y own conduct, by which expenditures of this 
) character are confined to places below the ports of 
F €ntry or delivery established by law. I am very 
' Sensible that this restriction is not as satisfactory as 
Could be desired, and that much embarrassment 
» May be caused to the executive department in its 
execution, by appropriations for remote and not 
well understood objects. But as neither my own 
reflections, nor the lights which I may properly de- 
tive from other sources, have supplied me with a 
‘etter, I shall continue to apply my best exertions 





to a faithful application of the rule upon which it is 
founded. I sincerely regret that I could not give 
my assent to the bill entitled ‘an act to improve 
the navigation of the Wabash river;’ but I could 
not have done so without receding from the ground 
which I have, upon the fullest consideration, taken 
upon this subject, and of which congress has been 
heretofore apprized, and without throwing the sub- 
ject again open to abuses which no good citizen, 
entertaining my opinions, could desire.” 

President Jackson has no where given us his 
views as to the particular provisions of the fede- 
ral constitution, by which he conceives expendi- 
tures of this character to be authorised. Upon 
referring to the early proceedings of the govern- 
ment, we find that general Hamilton, while se- 
cretary of the treasury, contended that they were 
warranted by the authority given to congress to re- 

ulate commerce. Mr. Jefferson, on the other 
eal, whilst he deprecated their liability to extrava- 
gance and abuse, assumed that they could be justi- 
fied under the power to maintaina navy. President 
Jackson has left the question of constitutionality in 
the state in which it was left by his predecessors.— 
But having had actual proof of the tendency of 
these appropriations to the abuses which Mr. Jef- 
ferson apprehended, he has endeavored to ap- 
ply to the subject a practical remedy. With 
this view, he refused his assent to all appropria- 
tions above ports of entry or delivery—not that 
he held the mere fact of the establishment of 
such ports by congress, decisive of the question 
of constitutionality, but because the constitution, 
under the general discretion it confers in regard to 
the approval or disapproval of bills, gives him the 
right to do so without reference to the constitution- 
al question, and because he thought its exercise 
would be highly conducive to the public good.— 
No one, I believe, contends that the president ought, 
so far as it depended upon him, to have arrested{a]l 
appropriations of this character, nor could it with 
any show of propriety be insisted that he should 
have given his consent to the extension of them to 
objects of a character altogether different from those 
which have been promoted by grants from the fede- 
ral treasury, since the commencement of the fede- 
ral government. That the rule he adopted for the 
regulation of his conduct in the matter, is free from 
objection, is not contended. I am, however, satis- 
fied that it has been productive of much good, and 
will, until a more satisfactory one is suggested, give 
it my support. 

You next ask whether I will sign and approve 
(if it becomes necessary to secure and save from 
depreciation, the revenue and finances of the na- 
tion, and to afford a sound uniform currency to the 
people of the United States,) a bill (with proper 
modifications and restrictions) chartering a bank of 
the United States. 

In the published letter of Mr. Butler to Mr. Gar- 
land, which has already been referred to, he thus 
states my opinions upon the subject of the bank: 
«‘Mr. Van Buren’s opinions in regard to the bank of 
the U. States, were expressed in the senate of the U. 
States in 1828; repeated in his letter to the Shocco 
Springs committee, whilst a candidate for the vice 
presidency, and have been so freely uttered by him, 
that there cannot, I think, be occasion to say much 
upon that subject. But to close the door to cavil, 
I state, Ist. That he holds that congress does not 
possess the power to establish a national bank in 
any of the states of the union, nor to establish, in 
any such states, the branch of any bank located in 
the District of Columbia; and 2d. That he is, there- 
fore, decidedly opposed to the establishment of a 
national bank in any of the states; and is also op- 
posed to the establishment of any such bank in the 
District of Columbia, as unnecessary and inexpedi- 
ent, and as liable to a great proportion of the abuses 
which have in his opinion, been practised by the ex- 
isting bank.” 

This declaration, with other uniform, repeated 
and published avowals of my sentiments, in regard 
to a United States bank, would, I had supposed, be 
sufficient to save me from further interrogation on 
that subject; but as you have thought proper to 
push the inquiry further, and to that end, to place 
the matter before me in a form studiously adapted 
to present the question in its most favorable contin- 
gent aspect, you will, I am sure, be neither surpris- 
ed nor dissatisfied, if 1 deem it due to myself as 
well as to the subject, to give it more particular and 
enlarged consideration than I have heretofore felt it 
necessary or proper to do. 

I am induced to embrace for this purpose the op- 
yortunity you have presented to me the more readi- 
y; from a deep conviction for the inealeulable im- 
portance to the people of the United States, that 
this long agitated and distracting subject should be 
finally settled, and from a hope that what I have to 
say upon it may, from the situation in which the 





partiality of my fellow citizens. has placed me, to 
contribute in some degree to so desirable a result. 

I greatly fear, that whilst there is in any quarter 
reason to hope that a charter for a new bank can in 
any condition of the country be obtained from the 
federal government, there will be neither order nor 
stability in the pecuniary operations of the country. 
If it can be ascertained that a discredited currency 
and pecuniary embarrassments will bring a charter, 
what security have we that such a state of things 
will not be produced? Is it doing violence to truth 
and justice to attribute to expectations of this cha- 
racter, the crusade which we have witnessed for 
the last two years against the deposite banks, against 
the efforts of the ininiotratan to restore a specie 
currency, and against all the fiscal arrangements of 
the treasury? Will any candid and well informed 
man pretend that such things would have been, if 
it had been considered as settled that the bank of 
the United States is not to be revived? I think not. 
The settlement of the deposite question, by the bill 
of the last session, will, doubtless, cause a suspen- 
sion of this destructive career—but is there not rea- 
son to apprehend that it will recommence with the 
first appearance of any thing like a reasonable 
chance for the re-establishment of a national bank? 
Every thing therefore, which may serve to arrest or 
prevent the agitation of this subject, if only for a 
season, is of great value. Inthe published opinions 
to which [ have already referred, my opposition to 
the establishment of a United States bank, in any 
of the states, is placed on the want of constitutional 
power in congress to establish one. Those who 
concur in denying this power, nevertheless differ 
among themselves in regard to the particular views 
by which their respective opinions are sustained. 
Some admit that congress has a right to create such 
an institution, whenever its establishment becomes 
necessary to the collection, disbursement and pre- 
servation of the revenue; but insist that no such ne- 
cessity existed when the charter of the old bank ex- 
pired, or has arisen since. With this class, the 
considerations to which you allude would be essen- 
tial, and might have a controlling effect; for such 
persons make the power to establish a bank deper- 
dent upon them. My objection, on the contrary, is 
that the constitution does not give congress power 
to erect corporations within the states. 

This was the main point of Mr. Jefferson’s cele- 
brated opinion against the establishment of the first 
national bank. It is an objection which nothing 
short of an amendment of the constitution can re- 
move. We know it to be an historical fact, that 
the convention refused to confer that power on con- 
gress, and I am opposed to its assumption by it 
upon any pretence whatever. If its possession shall 
at any time become necessary, the only just way 
to obtain it to ask it at the hands of the people, in 
the form prescribed by the constitution. Holding 
this opinion, and sworn to support that instrument 
as it is, I could not find in the circumstances to 
which you refer, either warrant or excuse for the 
exercise of the authority in question; and I am not 
only willing, but desirous that the people of the U. 
States should be fully informed of the precise ground 
I occupy upon this subject. I desire more especi- 
ally that they should know it now, when an oppor- 
tunity, the best our form of government affords, will 
soon be presented, to express their opinion of its 
propriety. Ifthey are in favor of amational bank 
as a permanent branch of their institutions, or if 
they desire a chief magistrate who will consider it 
his duty to watch the course of events, and give or 
withhold his assent to such an institution according 
to the degree of necessity for it that may in his opi- 
nion arise from the considerations to which your 
question refers, they will see that my co-operation 
in the promotion of either of these views cannot be 
expected. If, on the other hand, with this season- 
able, explicit and published avowal before them, a 
majority of the people of the United States shall 
nevertheless bestow upon me their suffrages for the 
office of president, scepticism itself must cease to 
doubt, and admit their will to be, that there shall 
not be any bank of the United States, until the peo- 
ple, in the exercise of their sovereign authority, see 
fit to give to congress the right to establish one. 

It is because I cannot doubt that the expression 
of the popular will, made under such cireumstances, 
must have a tendency to arrest further agitation of 
this disturbing subject, for four years at least, and 
most probably, from the great moral influence which 
the often expressed opinion of the majority of the 
people in a republican government is entitled to, 
fora much longer period, that I am thus full and 
explicit upon the point to which you have called 
my attention. However much we may differ upon 
the abstract question involved in this controversy, 
no reflecting man can doubt the healthful and invi- 
gorating efiects which any thing that looks like a 
settlement of this question must have upon all the 
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business, as well as political relations of the coun- 
try. The public mind has been long and painfully 
agitated by it, and needs repose. The fruits of this 
agitation have been bitter and abundant. Men of 
business require to be put in a situation that the 
may adapt their affairs to a state of things whic 
promises permanency. That characteris alone ne- 
cessary to give success to the present system. No 
rational plan for the regulation of the fiscal affairs 
of the country, can fail to succeed, if the mass of 
our industrious and enterprizing population, with- 
out regard to local, sectional or political distinc- 
tions, are only sincerely desirous for its success.— 
Once satisfy them that things are in this respect to 
remain stable, and it is not, in the nature of things, 
possible that they can refuse their aid and support 
to that which concerns them so nearly, and upon 
which their prosperity, private as well as public, is 
so essentially dependant. If our correspondence 
shall have the effect to contribute in any degree to 
bring about a state of things in which we all have 
so deep an interest, and which should be desired by 
all, I will rejoice that it has taken place. 

But whilst I so confidently entertain and so rea- 
dily promulgate these sentiments in regard to the 
want of power to establish in any of the states a 
national bank, T am, at the same time, equally de- 
sirous that it should be fully understood that I am 
decidedly opposed to the creation of any such insti- 
tution in the District of Columbia. I do not be- 
lieve that any national bank there, or elsewhere, is 
necessary to secure either of the advantages to 
which your question has reference. The principal 
grounds relied upon by the advocates for a bank; to 
establish its utility and necessity, as I understand 
them, are, 

Ist. That such an institution is necessary for the 
transmission and safe keeping of the public moneys. 

2d. To secure a safe, cheap and convenient sys- 
tem of domestic exchange; and 

3d. To make and preserve a sound currency. 

The limits of this Netter will not admit of a full 
discussion of these points, but I cannot refrain 
from referring to a few of the facts which belong to 
them. I say facts, for after the many speculations 
and anticipations in regard to the currency, the 
public revenue and the public prosperity, with 
which the country has been surfeited for the last 
two years, to which thousands have trusted, and by 
which thousands have been deceived, I may say, I 
th=ik, without offence, that it would be the surest, 
because the only safe course, to regulate our opi- 
nions in future, somewhat more than heretofore, by 
ascertained facts. How, then, do the facts stand 
upon the first point, viz: the necessity of the bank, 
as a place of safe keeping for the public moneys, 
and as an agent for their transmission, to answer 
the wants of the government? 

The official reports of the secretary of the trea- 
sury show first, that the average amount of money 
annually transferred by the bank of the United 
States, from 1820 to 1823, was from ten to fifteen 
millions of dollars; and the amount transferred by 
the deposite banks, from June 1835 to April 1836, 
or about ten months, over seventeen millions of dol- 
lars. In both cases the operation has been without 
loss, failure or expense. And it further appears, 
from the same source, that at no previous period has 
the safety of the public moneys been more careful- 
ly or securely provided for. An examination of 
the official documents will, I am well satisfied, fully 
sustain these positions. What foundation, then, 
was there for the assumptions, upon this part of the 
subject, which were put forth with so much solem- 
nity, and insisted upon with so much earnestness, 
in the early discussions upon the subject of the 
bank? If so much has been done in this respect, 
whilst the substituted agency has had to contend 
with the most powerful opposition that was ever 
made upon any branch of the public service, what 
may we not expect from it now, when it has re- 
ceived the legislative sanction—aud if there be not 
gross dereliction of faith and duty—when it must 
also receive the support of all parties? 

In regard to domestic exchanges, the following 
facts are also established by the same authentic 
source, viz: that the amount of domestic exchanges 
performed at the last returns by the deposite banks, 
exceeded thirty-five millions of dollars, and at no 
return for months has it been less than twenty-five 
millions—-which, at an average of thirty millions at 
each return, would be in a year one hundred and 
eighty millions, if each bill of exchange run on an 
average sixty days. On the contrary, the amount 
of domestic exchanges performed by the United 
States bank, did not for many years equal twenty 
millions at any one return, and seldom exceeded it, 
being quite one third less than what is now done by 
the deposite banks. It further appears, that these 
exchanges have in many cases been effected at 
iower rates by the deposite banks than by the Unit- 





ed States bank. Indeed, can it be doubted, that 
even if there was not a single bank, state or nation- 
al, in the country, it would nevertheless be quite 
easy to place its domestic exchanges upon an ad- 
vantageous and safe footing, so long as there is a 
sufficiency of solid capital to be employed in the 
business? From the nature of the thing itself, and 
from the experience of Europe, we may be assured 
that the profits and necessities of trade would in- 
vite and obtain ample facilities for the business of 
exchange from other sources, so long as the com- 
mercial community with one accord desire to see it 
successfully carried on, and assist in good faith in 
effecting it. 

Lastly, the currency. The proportion of our 
whole circulating medium that was composed of 
the notes of the bank of the United States, during 
the existence of that institution, was much smaller 
than was generally supposed. The circulation of 
the United States bank, as I am informed, ranged, 
for some years before it expired, at about twenty 
millions, often below that amount, which was not 
over one-fourth of the paper circulation of the Unit- 
ed States. Some think it has been less than one 
fifth. The great mass of the business of the coun- 
try was, therefore, even then carried on, so far as 
money was employed in it, by means of the notes 
of state banks and specie. The beneficial effects 
that were claimed to be rendered by that institu- 
tion in respect to the currency, consisted— 

Ist. In supplying bills that were current through- 
out the union, and 

2d. The salutary effects of its supervision over 
the state banks, in preventing over issues and com- 
pelling them to keep on hand larger supplies of 
specie for the redemption of their notes. 

The transactions in which it became necessary, 
or was usual to carry bank notes from one state to 
another, were very limited in their amounts; large 
sums being then, as they are now, and ever will be, 
transmitted through the medium of bills of ex- 
change. It will not even now, I think, be serious- 
ly denied, that the increase of the gold coinage, 
and the facilities of getting that species of coin, 
together with the large denomination of notes is- 
sued by the leading state banks, are abundantly suf- 
ficient for those purposes, and that they can be 
quite as conveniently employed in them. 

As to the benfits alleged to have been rendered 
by the bank of the United States, in checking ex- 
cessive issues by the state banks, and in compel- 
ling them to maintain an adequate supply of specie, 
whilst by no means disposed to undervalue them, 
I yet think the same objects can be accomplished, 
not only without the agency of any such institu- 
tion, but to a much greater and more useful extent 
without than with it; provided a proper policy be 
pursued by the federal and state governments; by 
the former, through the mint and the treasury de- 

artment; by the latter, by suppressing small bills, 
be discouraging the extension of the paper system, 
and by subjecting existing banks to wholesome re- 
straints and to a rigid supervision. 

That gold and silver should constitute a much 
greater proportion of the circulating medium of the 
country than they now do, is a position which few 
are disposed to deny. How great the increase, and 
how rapidly it ought to be effected—are questions 
in regard to which a difference of opinion may from 
time to time arise amongst men having the same 
general object in view. No beneficial reform in 
the affairs of the world was ever accomplished, in 
which similar diversities of opinion were not found 
among its advocates. But it is a consolation to 
know that embarrassments arising from that source 
have been overcome, and may be again. ‘To pro- 
tect the working classes, (who generally speaking, 
have no control over a paper currency, and derive 
no profit from bank stock) against losses arising 
from depreciation by securing a metalic currency 
sufficient at least for all minor dealings—including 
the payment of labor, the most important as well 
as the most pressing use there is for money—to fur- 
nish a more substantial specie basis for that part of 
the currency which consists of paper, and thavdby 
save the whole community from loss in conse- 
quence of any sudden withdrawal of confidence— 
should be our first object, as it is our imperative 
duty. Other countries are wiser than we are in 
this respect. England prohibits the circulation of 
all bank notes under £5, equal to about $25; and 
France, all under 590 frances, equal to about $90; 
and there is scarcely a village or even an inn, in 
England, in which you cannot, without the slight- 
est inconvenience, change a five or ten pound note, 
and even those of a higher denomination, into gold 
and silver; and in France there are like facilities. 

Our situation has for a long time past been wide- 
ly different; a fact easily to be accounted for when 
we reflect upon the past course of the federal go- 
vernment. The constitution gave to congress ex- 
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we 


press power “to coin money and regulate the valy, 
thereof and of foreign coin,”” and it as expressly 
prohibits the exercise of a similar power by th. 
states. It was to the federal government therefore. 
and to that only, that the framers of the constity. 
tion looked for whatever of a domestic metallic ey. 
rency the interests of the people of the Unite, 
States, and the security of property within th, 
same, should be found to require; and as they also 
refused to congress the sete to create corpora. 
tions, and expressly prohibited the states from emit. 
ting bills of credit, and from making any thing by; 

old and silver coin a tender in payment of debts. 
it is equally obvious that they intended as a gene. 
ral rule, that the currency of the country should be 


a metallic and not a paper currency. Whether | © 


they also designed to divest the states of their ap. 
tecedent right to incorporate banks, it would now be 
more curious than useful to inquire. That matter, 
so far as it relates to the mere question of power, 
must be regarded as settled in favor of the contj- 
nued authority of the states. Assuming that this 
was contemplated by the framers of the federa| 
constitution, it is then most evident that their hopes 
of a sound currency must have been based upon 
their expectation that the respective governments 
would faithfully discharge their peculiar duties, and 
as faithfully confine themselves to their respective 
spheres: that the federal government would exert 
all its constitutional powers, not only by creating 
and diffusing a metallic currency, but by protectins 
it against a paper circulation of the same nominal 
value, whilst the states supplied such emissions of 
paper as might be actually demanded by the ne- 
cessities of commerce, and not at variance either 


in denomination or amount with the existence of 


an adequate specie currency. 

Had such a policy been pursued, there is the best 
reason for believing that a just proportion between 
paper and specie might have been preserved, anda 
sound currency uniformly maintained. But instead 
of pursuing this course, the federal government a1 
an early period authorised the issuing of paper mo- 
ney, and with the intermission of a very few years, 
continued to do so until the expiration of the char- 
ter of the late United States bank, and as if anxious 
to contribute their share to this inroad upon the po- 
licy of the federal constitution, the state govern- 
ments have not only created swarms of banking 
institutions, but, until recently, most of those in- 
stitutions were authorised to issue notes of as low 
a denomination as a single dollar. The conse- 


quences of this departure from the wise policy of 


the framers of the constitution, and from the ap- 
propriate functions of the federal and state govern- 
ments, have been extensively injurious. We have 
seen them in the almost total exclusion of gold, and 
to a great extent of silver also, from the circulation 
of the country; in the enormous issues of paper 
which have been made whenever business was in- 
viting and public confidence strong; the contrac- 
tions which have followed an adverse state of things, 
and the mischiefs which these fluctuations have oc- 
casioned, in the frequent depreciation, and in nu- 
merous instances, the utter worthlessness of bank 


paper; in the temptations held out to the crime of 


forgery and the general prevalence of that crime: 
in the injurious collisions which have occurred be- 
tween the state banks and the bank established by 
federal authority; and above all, in the daring ai- 
tempt of the latter, first to control the public will 
through the medium of elections, and after this ef- 
fort had been rebuked by the intelligence and vir- 
tue of the people, to extort a reversal of that deci- 
sion by areckless warfare on the business of the 
country. 

It is time, high time, that we should return to the 
constitutional policy, and the first step in the way 
of reform, is that the federal government confine it- 
self to the creation of coin, and that the states al- 
ford it a fair chance for cireulation. Can any one 
assign even a plausible reason why the United 
States cannot maintain as stable a currency as 
either France or Great Britain? None, I imagine, 
other than that it has not been the policy of the go- 
vernment that it should be so. In all material re- 
specis, so far as I can judge, we are in an equally 
favorable, if not a superior condition. Whilst both 
those countries must rely on importations from 
abroad for gold for their mints, we derive three- 
fourths of a million annually from our mines, and 
are besides nearer the great supplies of it in South 
America. Nothing, therefore, put a faithful prose- 
cution by the general government and the states, o! 
the policy of the present administration in regard 
to a specie circulation, is necessary to place us on @ 
footing of equality in this respect with other nations. 
Such a result once accomplished, it will require n° 
labored argument to prove that more will have been 
done for the permanent interests and improvement 
of the currency, than was ever accomplished by 
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the bank of the United Staces, or than ever could, 
accomplished by such an 
institution, We may find in what oe already been 
done, the ae ee Oo a vigorous 
secution of this policy. 4 

te te years 1826" 1827 and 1828, the gold coinage 
amounted to only $154,655 annually. _Since that 
period it has been as follows: in 1829, $295,717; in 
1830, $643,105; in 1831, $714,270; in 1832, 798,435 
$978,550; in 1834, $3,954,270; in 
1835, $2,186,175; and for the first six months of 
1836, $1,006,575; and in the remaining six months 
of the present year, it is expected to be much larger, 
there hating been coined in the month of June 
alone, over one million of dollars. The next year 
our means to coin will be greatly increased, by the 
completion of three branch mints. And under what 
circumstances has this extraordinary and regular 
increase of the gold coinage been accomplished? In 
ihe midst of an incessant and unprecedently violent 
struggle on the part of the bank of the United States 
for a recharter; that institution and its advocates 
correctly regarding the free circulation of every 

iece of gold coin as an argument against the al- 
eged necessity of a national bank. 

I do not now allude to what has been done with 
any view to crimination; but the argument requires 
us to deal with facts as we find them. It is well 
known that in addition to the difficulties that arose 
from the immense means of the bank to obstruct 
the circulation of the gold coin by collecting and 
hoarding it, the question whether we should have 
a gold currency or not became involved in the fierce 
political contentions of the day, and all the efforts of 
a well organized and powerful party, were applied to 
enforce the negative of the question. If, under ad- 
verse circumstances like these, so much has been 
done, what may we not accomplish in the new state 
of things now opening to the country? When all 
hopes of the establishment of a national bank are 
siyven up, the principal obstruction to the circula- 
tion of the gold coins will cease to operate—the 
leading motive for discrediting this species of cur- 
rency will have been done away—politicians will 
no longer find an inducement to engage in such ef- 
forts; nor will the people allow a matter in which 
their welfare is so vitally concerned to be any longer 
mingled up with party strife. The slightest reflec- 
tion must convince them that they have no interest 
in the party conflicts of the day, which can justify 
so suicidal a course. The passage of the deposite 
bill will also be regarded by the people as a pledge 
from all parties to give to the existing system, which 
excludes the idea of a national bank, a fair trial. 
The country moreover desires repose, and we may 
reasonably hope that the whole community will be 
disposed to encourage rather than to discourage a 
specie currency. This object will also, as before 
observed, be greatly promoted by the new stimulus 
which it will receive from the recent legislation of 
congress. Three additional mints have been estab- 
lished, and the president is authorised by the de- 
posite bill to keep them amply supplied with bul- 
lion, and the secretary of the treasury is empowered 
to require an increase of specie in any deposite 
bank, and is restricted from employing as an agent 
for the government any state bank which issues 
bills under the denomination of five dollars. 

By another general law the notes of such banks 
are prohibited from being received for debts due to 
the United States of any description; and it has also 
been provided by law, that no note shall hereafter 
he offered in payment by the United States or post 
office department of a less denomination than ten 
dollars, and after the third day of March next of a 
less denomination than twenty dollars, nor any note, 
of any denomination, which is not payable and paid 
on demand in gold and silver at the place where 
issued, and which should not be equivalent to spe- 
cie at the place where offered, and convertible upon 
the spot into gold or silver, at the will of the holder, 
and without loss or delay to him. Nor have the 
states larged behind in their efforts to improve the 
currency by infusing into it a greater portion of 
the precious metals. Already are the issuing of 
bills under the denominotion of five dollars pro- 
hibited by the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana, North 
Carolina, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, New York, 
New Jersey and Alabama—and of one and two 
dollars by Connecticut. That this policy will be- 
come general and gradually extended, cannot be 
doubted. To what precise extent it may be car- 
ried with advantage to the country, it will be de- 
cided by time, experience and judicious observa- 
tion. Evasions of it may for a season take place. 
and some slight inconveniences arise from the 
change, but they will both be temporary. The 
Union committee of the city of New York, con- 
fessedly combining some of the best business ta- 





it as an improvement of the currency of great im- 
ortance to all classes of the people; legislative bodies 
ave shown great unanimity in its favor; it is ap- 
proved by the people, and must prevail. 

The banks can neither be so blind to their in- 
terest or disloyal to their duty, as to seek to defeat 
directly or indirectly a policy, by the success of 
which their own security and permanent interests 
will be promoted, and the failure of which, through 
their fault, would certainly excite, deeply, the pre- 
judice of the community against them. But even 
if it were otherwise, the legislatures have the power 
to compel them to do their ope and with the pos- 
session of the power will be also the obligation to 
exercise it. ‘The single consideration that it is the 
denomination of money in respect to amount in 
which the labor of the country is paid for, and most 
of the laborer’s dealing transacted, will be sufficient 
of itself to consecrate what has been done to ex- 
empt that portion of the currency from the possibi- 
lity of depreciation. ‘The administration of the ge- 
neral government confiding in the stability of a mea- 
sure so extensively adopted by the states, and with 
such unanimity in the respective legislatures, has 
based its own measures in relation to the currency 
on its supposed continuance. The general govern- 
ment will not assuredly be abandoned by those states 
in the prosecution of a wise policy, the adoption of 
which they have themselves invited. It is not to 
be apprehended that a course of legislation so va- 
cillating and unnecessary, will become the reproach 
of any of them. 

That the result of all these measures must be a 
large and healthful infusion of gold and silver into 
the circulating medium of the country, doing more 
good to the currency than was done by the old, or 
than can be expected from a new bank, no one can 
doubt. Independent of all this, the treasury has it 
in its power to exert a salutary influence, first over 
the deposite banks, which will always be selected 
from the principal banks in the states, and through 
them over the residue. Whatever check was exer- 
cised by the United States bank on the issues of 
the state banks, was done by either refusing to 
take their notes in deposite, or if taken, by return- 
ing them guickly for specie; if it believed their is- 
sues to be excessive. ‘The deposite banks have a 
right to do the same thing, and are in the habit of 
exercising it, when in their opinions an occasion 
for its exercise exists. Over the deposite banks 


themselves, the secretary of the treasury has liberal 


supervisory powers. He may in his discretion di- 
rect, as before remarked, an increase of their spe- 
cie, when it appears by the returns which they are 
obliged to make to hin at short intervals, that their 
issues are large and disproportionate to their specie 
on hand; anda constant and great check is exer- 
cised over them by the actual public knowledge of 
their condition obtained through their reports, and 
the regular publication of them. 

I ain for exercising this supervision in a just, but 
at the same time in an inflexible spirit. If the su- 
pervision of the treasury prove inadequate to their 
due restraint, I have an abiding reliance on the in- 
tellizence and virtue of the people. Temporary 


hese institutions. but the remedy will soon be ap- 
plied. A people like those of the states composing 
this confederacy will not long stand by and see the 
currency of their respective states corrupted, the 
value of property unsettled, and all their interests 
deranged, by the imprudence or cupidity of these 
incorporations, without finding and enforcing an ef- 
fectual, and at the same time a constitutional reme- 
dy. ‘These observations do not proceed from a de- 


*Few public men occupy a position in regard to 








conduct savoring either of undue partiality on the 
one hand, or unjustifiable severity on the other. In 
the course of my eight years service in the senate 
of this state, a very large proportion of its banking 
capital was incorporated, and the journals of that 
body will show that I took an active part in all the 
questions which arose upon the subject. 
the applications for banks that were rejected, will 
be found to have been so disposed of on my motion; 
and every application, save one, will be found to 
have my vote recorded against it. The exception 
was that of a bank established at Buffalo at the 
close of the war. It was established with the 
avowed design of enabling the inhabitants the more 
speedily to rebuild the town after it had been burnt 
by the enemy. 
case would be governed by that consideration and 
should not be construed into a departure from the 
course which I had prescribed to myself, was stat- 
ed in my place. The motive proved in that in- 
stance as delusive as usual. Finding it impossible 
to prevent the undue increase of banks, I introduced 





lents of our great commercial emporium, regarded 











a proposition to repeal the restraining law, and re- 


inconvenience may result from the folly or fraud of 


them less likely to be a temptation to a course of 


Most of | 


That my vote in that particular | 


Al 
though I have always been opposed to the increase 
of banks, I would nevertheless pursue towards the 
existing institutions a just and liberal course—pro- 
tecting them in the rightful enjoyment of the privi- 
leges which have been granted to them, and extend- 
ing to them the good will of the community so long 
as they discharge with fidelity the delicate and im- 
portant public trusts with which they have been in- 
vested. But all experience having shown that 
there is no delegated power more liable to abuse 
than that which consists in chartered privileges of 
this description, I would be astute in watching the 
course of the banks, and vigilant and prompt in ar- 
‘wos by slightest aspiration on their part to fol- 
low a bad example, by seeking to become the mas- 
ters, when they were designed to be the servants 
of the it 2g 

Sincerely believing, for the reasons which have 
just been stated, that the public funds may be as 
safely and conveniently transmitted from one por- 
tion of the union to another, that domestic exchange 
can be as successfully and as cheaply effected, and 
the currency be rendered at least as sound, under 
the existing system, as those objects could be ac- 
complished by means of a national bank, I would 
not seek a remedy for the evils to which you al- 
lude, should they unfortunately occur, through such 
a medium, even if the constitutional objection were 
not in the way. 

But, sir, there are, in my opinion, objections to 
the re-establishment of a national bank, of a charac- 
ter not inferior to any that I have stated, The su- 
premacy of the popular will is the foundation of our 
government. If we allow it to be prostrated, either 
by corruption or fraud, the republican principle, 
which gives life and character to our system, will 
be broken down. It is only by rigidly and manful- 
ly upholding that supremacy on all occasions, that 
we can hope to resist the perpetual efforts of a spi- 
rit which is inherent in all societies; which has nec- 
ver ceased to maintain a powerful foothold in these 
States, and which is ever at work to subvert those 
features of our system which place the political 
rights of the people upon an equal footing. I hold it 
to be sufficiently certain that a vast majority of the 
people of the U. States were opposed to the late bank, 
and are equally opposed to a newone. They have 
had fearful proofs by overt acts of the correctness of 
Mr. Jetierson’s opinion, that «this institution is one 
of the most deadly hostility existing against the 
principles and form of our constitution;” and of the 
reasonableness of his apprehensions, that ‘‘penetrat- 
ing by its branches every part of the union, acting 
by command, and in phalanx, it might, in a critical 
moment, upset the government.’’ ‘To suppose that 
the people of this country can ever again consent 
to place so great a power as that recently wielded 
by the bank of the United States—a power which 
could agitate at pleasure the elements of society, 
and carry terror and embarrassment to every corner 
of the land—in the hands of any body of men, is to 
suppose them alike indifferent to the lessons of ex- 
perience, the calls of interest, and the principles of 
freedom; to have neither the capacity to understand 
their duty, nor the firmness to carry out their own 
determinations. 

The re-establishment of the United States bank 
would therefore, under whatever plausible pretences 
effected, be an infraction of the well understood will 
of the people, and a fatal blow to the cause of self- 
government. So strong are my convictions upon 
this subject, and so imperative my sense of duty in 
regard to it, that [ cannot conceal from you my sur- 
prise, as well as regret, that the idea of accomplish- 
ing that object is still,as would seem from your let- 
ter, kept on foot in any quarter. 

Your last question seeks to know “my opinion 
as to the constitutional power of the senate and 
house of representatives to expunge or obliterate 


sire to deal harshly with the state banks.* 
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gulate private banking; and, in co-operation with 
Mr. Van Vechten, a distinguished citizen of this 
state, and others, succeeded in getting it through 
the senate, but was lost in the house. Believing 
the system of incorporated banking to have acquir- 
ed too deep a hold upon the public mind, and to be 
too extensively entwined with the business affairs 
of the state, to be overthrown, I availed myself of 
my brief administration of the government of this 
state, to invite attention of the legislature to a con- 
sideration of the proper means of securing the com- 
munity against the frauds and failures of those in- 
stitutions. Our present safety fund system is the 
result of the wise labors of that and succeeding le- 
gislatures. For myself, 1 am not now, nor have I 
been for nearly twenty years, the owner of any 
stock in any bank, or, within my recollection, in 
any incorporated company whatever, though often 
invited to become so, under circumstances which 
promised and ultimately yielded great profits. 
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from the journals the records or proceedings of a 
previous session.” 

You will, I am sure, be satisfied upon further con- 
sideration, that there are but few questions of a po- 
litical character less connected with the duties of 
the office of president of the United States, or that 
might not with equal propriety be put by an elector 
to a candidate for that station, than this. With the 
ty pe of neither house of congress can he proper- 

have any thing todo. But, as your question has 

oubtless been induced by the pendency of colonel 
Benton’s resolutions to expunge from the journals 
of the senate certain other resolutions, touching the 
official conduct of president Jackson, I prefer to say, 
that I regard the passage of co]. Benton’s preamble 
and resolutions to be an act of justice to a faithful 
and greatly injured public servant, not only consti- 
tutional in itself, but imperiously demanded by a 
eer respect for the well known will of the peo- 

e. 

This reply to your numerous questions, has una- 
voidably extended to a much greater length than I 
could have wished. I have given you, without re- 
serve, my “opinions and views” upon the various 
subjects which you have presented to my consider- 
ation; but you can hardly intend, as your questions 
would seem to imply that I should enter into an 
engagements with you as to what particular bills 
relating to these subjects I would or would not ap- 
prove in the event of my election to the presidency. 
In the cases where I have avowed constitutional ob: 
jections to the measures alluded to, any thing fur- 
ther would be superfluous; nor can I think it consis- 
tent with the respect due from me to the people of 
the United States, and especially to that portion of 
them who have made me a candidate for the chief 
magistracy, to tender to you on the present occasion 
any other pledge than such as is necessarily implied 
in the foregoing avowal of my sentiments, and as 
you may find in the history of my public life. 

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant, 

M. VAN BUREN. 





SHIP BYRON—THE ICEBERGS. 

A perilous encounter with an tceberg near the banks 
of Newfoundland. On the 30th June last the ship 
Byron left Liverpool for New York heavily laden 
with iron, salt, &c. and having on board, in passen- 
gers and crew, 119 or 120 souls. On the morning 
of the 3d of August, 34 days out, in lat. 44 22, lon. 
48 50, a scene occurred which can never be effaced 
from memory. It was the watch of the first mate, 
a man of great fidelity; but being indisposed his 
place was taken by another. An unusual degree of 
levity and thoughtless security among the passen- 
gers, had just given place to sleep. And now all 
was still, save the tread of the watch on deck, or 
the occasional toll of the bell to warn fishing crafts, 
if near, of our approach: but we had more need to 
be warned ourselves than to give warning to others 
of approaching danger, About 2 o’clock, A. M. 
a hurried step awoke the writer of this sketch; and 
the rapid whispering of some created the suspicion 
that all was not right. Springing from his berth, 
he asked one of the men near the cabin door, what 
was the matter. “We are in the midst of ice,” 
said he: ‘Will you inform the captain and mate?” 
The captain was instantly on deck; he ran forward 
to look out. Ina moment the vessel, going at the 
rate of five knots, struck as against a solid rock. 
It was an island of ice! It lifted its head above the 
water more than one hundred feet, and leaned over, 
as if ready to fall down upon us. The word was 
given to put up helm and back the sails. As the 
sailors were hastening to obey the latter order—as 
the terrified passengers were rushing on deck and 
looking up at the immense, overhanging, freezing 
mass, the ship struck again with increased force. O 
what a shock! Crash! crash! it seemed a3 if the 
masts were falling one after another on the deck. 
The second mate entered the cabin and clapping 
violently his hands together exclaimed, “my God! 
our bows are stove in—we’re all gone,” An awful 
death appeared now inevitable. In this movement 
of general panic, the commanding officer gave or- 
ders to “clear away the boat.” Then, while the 
knife was being applied to the cordage fastening 
her alongside the ship, a rush was made to her by 
inen and women. That small boat was in a mo- 
ment filled with thirty or forty persons. It seems 
utterly marvellous that she did not break down, 
precipitating every soul into the deep. Had this 
taken place, our commanding officer must have 
shared the same fate; for, from a desire to gain pos- 
session of her for h:meelf and crew, or to save the 
miserable crowd that 1ad got into her from destruc- 
tion—it may be from both motives—he entered the 
boat and stood in her until he drove out every one 
at the point of the sword. Then was a scene of| 
terror! In front of the cabin the passengers were 
collected, half naked—some on their knees calling 








for mercy—some clapping their hands, and uttering 
the most appalling shrieks. Nothing distinctly 
could be heard. Ail was confusion and horror. It 
was enough to penetrate a heart of stone. Some 
more collected, were dressing themselves preparing 
to resist the cold, if perchance they should survive 
on the wreck. Others were looking for something 
to which they could lash themselves for support for 
a time in the water. Here, you might see one with 
a safety-belt slung over his shirt, endeavoring to fill 
it with air; there, another, pale and agitated, in- 
quiring, ‘‘is there any hope?” And there, one stand- 
ing as if in sullen despair, saying, “it is no use to 
do any thing. We must die.” ‘Are we sinking, 
uncle?” cries a dear boy. A child running to a 
brave sailor, says, ‘“‘won’t you save me?”’? And the 
loud hoon | and lamentation from the crowd rose 
re gee and higher. Then, as if to close the pain- 
ful scene, the ship struck again on her quarter. 
The shock reverberated like thunder, making every 
joint of the vessel shake as if coming apart. Hope 
now fully fled; all hearts were dismayed; the de- 
— cry was renewed, and the most calm braced 
themselves in preparation for immediate death. 
eh the dogs cowered down on the deck in si- 
ence. 

It appeared that at the first shock against the 
mountain, the jib-boom was broken and thrown 
over the bows into the vessel. The second shock 
carried away the bowsprit, head and cutwater, lodg- 
ing the timbers across the bows. Had it struck us 
on either side, or had it struck the hull, we must 
have perished, but by the mercy of God, the hull 
was uninjured. After the bowsprit was carried 
away, the stem of the ship must have been held 
down for an instant by the overhanging column; 
and her not immediately rising in front, gave the 
idea to the most experienced that she was stove in, 
and was filling with water. This created the panic. 
But the sails being backed, the helm put hard up, 
she turned off from her enemy, and swinging clear, 
received the last shock on her larboard quarter, 
which, though its sound was terrible, did no injury. 
That instant she was free. And now was the contest 





between despair and hope. The carpenter report- 
ed that the hull was sound and the bowsprit could 
be repaired; but then she may have sprung a leak, 
and the foremast is in danger of falling! ‘The word 
was “to the pump.” The pump was rigged and 
wrought. Itwas a moment of painful suspense, un- 
til the pump sucked showing that all was tight. 
Then hope gilded the countenance of our captain, 
and all hearts began to live in its radiance. Still 
we waited to hear the crash of the foremost as _ the 
vessel was roiling in the sea, but it stood firm. 
Daylight, ever delightful to those on the deep, and 
peculiarly grateful to us, soon appeared. We found 
ourselves going on our way, alive, and with every 
reasonable confidence of future life. 

We stood amazed at our deliverance. ‘The most 
careless among us were constrained to attribute our 
preservation to a kind and merciful Providence; 
while the multitude cried out unhesitatingly, ‘it is 
the Lord who hath saved us; thanks and praises to 
his holy name.” Then every countenance was 
lighted up with joy; every heart was full of grati- 
tude to God, and love to one another, and many 
purposes were formed of reformation in future. 
The next day we saw three mountains of ice. We 
passed near to one of them. We gazed with the 





deepest interest on the fellow of that which had so 
greatly endangered our lives. Before the close of| 
the second day, a new bowsprit was fitted up, | 
which stood the trial of winds and waves the re- | 
mainder of the voyage. In all this business the of- | 
ficers and crew showed great skill and energy. 
[ Observer. | 
| 
SCENE IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
Reduction of the tax wpon newspapers. | 
Mr. Roebuck addressed the house amidst loud | 
and prolonged cries of question, divide, and general | 
interruption, jeering, cheers and buzzing from both | 
sides of the house, which rendered him almost in- 
audible. We understood him to say that the ques- | 
tion was made one of party, not of justice. ( Divide, | 
divide.) The gentlemen opposite wished to pre- | 
vent the people from the opportunity of acquiring | 
knowledge. If they could get newspapers to give | 
them sound knowledge, the system of the gentle- | 
man opposite would soon be abolished. (Oh! OA! | 
laughter and general confusion.) ‘The pretence set | 
up for opposition to the reduction of this news- | 
paper duty, was a paltry one. It was the pretence 
of consulting the interests of the agriculturists that 
made the hypocrisy more glaring. Talk of tallow. 
(.4 laugh.) If it was proposed that the reduction | 
of this duty could be a benefit to the agricultural | 
interest, it was a gross delusion. It was idle and | 
futile to say so. The agriculturists were only put} 
in the van to screen the objects of the opposition. | 





= 


—=> 


Neither farmers nor landlords can be benefitted, by 
the repeal of the soap tax, to any extent. Ty), 
farmers could have no benefit; but the landlord 
might be in a condition of putting some five pounds 
in their pocket by increasing the sale of tallow. By; 
look to the benefit of having a free press. ( Genera; 
bursts of laughter and ironical cheers.) He would 
maintain that more sound information, more moralj. 
ty, was conveyed by the unstamped press, tha), 
could be found in the stamped. ( Reserved laughter, 
The unstamped papers did not contain one-tenth of 
the obscenity, and immorality, and profligacy of 
manners that the licensed papers did. ( Laughto, 
and jeering acclamation for some minutes.) He could 
pats it. In one of the Dublin stamped papers, it 

ad been gravely debated, whether the honorable 
member might or might not be shot. (Oh! Oh!) 
Yes; it had been gravely debated, whether it were 
not lawful to kill a fellow citizen. Look at the 


Times paper, for instance; it had the baseness to say, | 
that Mr. O’Connell, the big beggarman, eugnt to be | 
at to be | 


exhibited as a show. ( Laughter.) Wast 
borne? The higher classes delighted in, and their 
tastes were familiar to, obscenity, immorality and 
profligacy of phrase and sentiment, that were to be 
found in the stamp papers. (Oh! Oh! and laughter.) 
What could be more filthy and impyre, than the pa- 
per generally disseminated as the parson’s paper? 
(Laughter and cheers, which resembled a prolonged 
huzza.) Why, no man would retain a servant, if 
he uttered half the foulness contained in that paper. 
The freedom of the press would put down aristo- 
cratic dominion, as it would teach the people the 
full extent of their rights, and the proper mode of 
exerting them. He thought his opinions, though 
true, might not prevail, (laughter. ) 

Mr. Kearsley rose and said that he did not rise to 
reply to the honorable member for Bath; for he would 
assure that honorable member that he would not 
condescend to reply to any thing that fell from him 
But as the other honorable member opposite, who 
addressed the house on the same side of the ques- 
tien, has such a sweeping way with hii of getting 
through the argument, (cheers and laughter), he 
would say a few words in reply, although he felt 
indignant when he heard the disgusting speech of 
the member for Bath. (Loud cheers from the op- 
position, and cries of ‘*chair, chair,”’ ‘order, order!” 
for some minutes.) [ Galignani’s Messenger. 





NORTH WEST PASSAGE. 

We learn from the English newspapers that cap- 
tain Back, already well known to the public for his 
expedition in search of captain Ross, will soon pro- 
ceed on another expedition to the Arctic Seas. The 
ship selected is a bomb vessel, and therefore well 
fitted to navigate in icy seas, and her first lieuten- 
ant, Mr. Smyth, is well acquainted with the north- 
ern seas, having been with captain Beechy in the 
Blossoms in Behring’s straits, a few years since. 
Proveeding to Wager bay, captain Back will lay up 
his ship, and from thence will proceed in boats. 
constructed for the purpose, to complete the survey 
of the coast, from Cape Turnagain to Victoria 
Headland, the point which he reached in his last 
expedition, and where he discovered the open sea. 
It is supposed that this expedition will occupy 
about two years, and may probably result in the 
discovery of the long sought north west passage. 

But admitting this passage to be discovered, and 
we have very little doubts of its existence, what be- 
nefit is to result to the world from the discovery? 
It would only be used for a brief season of the year, 
and even then, it would be very uncertain. It is 
not probably open for more than one or two months 
in the year, of every year for that period. This 
would confine the sailing of all vessels from Europe 
and the United States for China and India, to cer- 
tain seasons of the year, to the great embarrass- 
ment and interruption of commerce. Besides this, 
the chances of finding the ee open at all are 
not always certain, and the danger to vessels of be- 
ing icebound, and consequently lost, always is 
ereat. Ifa vessel from either side of the Atlantic 
should attempt to reach China by the north west, 


| and find the passage impracticable from the ice, as 


would be the case if they came a fortnight too early 
or too late, and as might be the case through the 
whole summer, what would it gain? It would be 
obliged to return and make the usual passage, by 
either of the capes, with the loss of all the time ex- 
pended in the north western attempt. For nearly 
two hundred years, have navigators sought this in 
both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and have 
hitherto been invariably arrested by the ice. This 
fact is sufficient to show that if a passage from one 
ocean to the other be discovered, the use of it, on 
account of the ice, must be extremely precarious. 
If the ice has so invariably presented an obstacle to 
the discovery, it will continue to present the same 
to its use, after the discovery shall be made. 
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The navigation to the Pacific round the capes is 


: Dan erous. 
by no means rage never, we believe, near either 
e points. Therefore if a longer time be re- 
tor tr a voyage, than would be by a north 
west passage, admitting it to be successful, yet 
nothing is lost, but much gained, when we consi- 
der certainty and eg gee nS 
sreafter, probably, all voyages to the Indian or 
picker noes. faut either side of the Atlantic, 
will be across the Isthmus of Darien: If all the 
time and money that have been expended in vain 
attempts to find a north west passage, had been ap- 
plied to cutting a canal across the isthmus, the two 
oceans would have long since been united, by a ca- 
nal large enough for first-rate line of battle ships. 
[Pennsylvania Sentinel. 








THE EUPHRATES EXPEDITION. 
From a supplement of the London Gazette of Friday, 
July 29, 1836. 

India Board, July 28, 1836. 

A despatch has been received at this office from 
col. Chesney, R. A. in command of the Euphrates 
expedition, dated Euphrates steamer, Anna, May 
28, 1836, of which the following, with its enclo- 
sure, are coples:— 

Euphrates steamer, Anna, May 28, 1836. 

Srr: It is with feelings of the deepest regret, 
that I do myself the honor of informing you that 
the Tigris steamer was totally lost during a hurri- 
cane_of indescribable violence, which, after the 
short struggle of about eight minutes, sent a fine 
vessel to the bottom in five* fathoms water, and de- 
prived his majesty of fifteen valuable men, with 
five natives in addition. 

My reports up to the 17th instant, at Deir, will 
have informed you that all was going on as success- 
fully as the most sanguine could possibly desire.— 
We found the Arabs well disposed, and quite rea- 
dy to form depots for us of wood, charcoal, bitu- 
men and lignite coal, all met in abundance, and 
tried with complete success. In addition to these 
marked advantages, the survey has been carried 


India and China vessels | p 





509 miles down the Great River, which seemed in | 
} 


all respects favorable; in short, all was continued 
prosperity up to the afternoon of the 21st instant, 
when it pleased God to send the calamitous event 
of which it is my duty to give a feeble sketch. 

A little after one P. M. on that melancholy day, 
the flat boats being a little ahead, and the Tigris 
leading the Euphrates, a storm appeared, bringing 
with it, high in the air, clouds of sand from the 
west north west quarter. At this moment we were 
passing over the rocks of Is Geria (deeply covered, ) 
and immediately after we made a signal for the Eu- 
phrates to choose a berth, and make fast; which 
was done more as a matter of precaution, on ac- 
count of the difficulty of seeing our way through 
the sand than from apprehension that the squall 
would be so terrific. The Tigris was immediate- 
ly directed toward the bank, against which she 
struck without injury, but with so much violence 
as to recoil a distance of about eight yards, leaving 
two men on the bank, who, had jumped out to make 
fast. The wind then suddenly veered round, drove 
her bow off, and thus rendered it quite impossible 
to secure the vessel to the bank, along which she 
was blown rapidly by the heavy gusts, her head 
falling off into the stream as she passed close by 
the Euphrates, which vessel had been backed op- 
portunely to avoid the concussion. 

The engines were working with full power, and 
every endeavor made to turn the vessel’s bow to the 
bank. One anchor was let go, but the heel of the 
vessel made it impossible to get the other out, and 
she was then nearly broadside to the wind, with the 
engines almost powerless, and the waves, rising to 
four or five feet, forcing their way in at the win- 
Lieutenant Cockburn, the Messrs. Staun- 


to keep out the water, for the fate of the vessel was 


already decided; and the fore part of the deck be- 
» Ing under water, lieut. Lynch came to report that 
' the Tigris was sinking, and the word was imme- 
| diately passed for all to save themselves. At this 


very instant a momentary gleam of light faintly 
showed the bank at the apparent distance of eight 
or ten yards; and, as there seemed every probabili- 
ty that the stern would touch it before she went 
down, lieutenant Lynch encouraged the people to 
remain steady until they reached the land. All 
Were on deck at this critical moment, some clinging 
to the ropes of the awning, the paddle boards and 
funnel; but the majority were close to the tiller, 
aud all behaving with the most exemplary obe- 








_*The last depth sounded; and we have since 
found three and a half fathoms on one side of the 
spot, and five on the other. 





dience, until the vessel went down all at once, and | might retard, but could not put an end to, the inter- 
course between England and Ireland. 


robably within half a minute, after we had seen 
the bank for an instant. 

Lieutenant Lynch, who was at my elbow, dived 
out underneath the starboard ridge rope, at the mo- 
ment when there was about four feet water on the 
dock, and I had the good fortune to get ciear, in the 
same way, through the larboard side, and also to take 
a direction which brought me to the land, without 
having seen any thing whatever to guide me through 
darkness worse than that of night. When it cleared 
a little, I found around me lieutenant Lynch and 
Mr. Eden, (both greatly exhausted), Mr. Thomp- 
son, the Messrs. Staunton and several of the men. 
The hurricane was already abating rapidly, and as 
the distance from the vessel to the shore was very 
short, we indulged the hope that the rest of our brave 
companions had reached the bank lower down. For 
an instant I saw the keel of the Tigris uppermost, 
near the stern. She went down bow foremast, and, 
having struck the bottom in that position, she pro- 
bably turned. round on the bow as a pivot, and thus 
showed part of her keel for an instant at the other 
extremity; but her paddle beams, floats and parts of 
the sides were already broken up, and actually float- 
ed ashore, so speedy and terrific had been the work 
of destruction. 

From the moment of striking the bank until the 
Tigris went down it scarcely exceeded eight mi- 
nutes; while the operation of sinking itself did not 
consume more than three; indeed, the gale was so 
very violent that I doubt whether the most power- 
ful vessel, such as a frigate, could have resisted it, 


‘unless she were already secured to the bank; and, 


for this there was, in our case, little or no time, as 
it was barely possible, in the position of our con- 
sort, to make fast and save the vessel. 

I had little, or rather no hope, that the Euphrates 
could have escaped, but the intrepid skill of heut. 
Cleaveland and Mr. Charlewood enabled them to 
get out two anchors in the very nick of time; and 
by the united means of two hawsers, and the en- 
gines working at full power, the vessel maintained 
her position at the bank, until the storm abated, as 
the inclosed letter* from capt. Estcourt will explain 
more fully; and as it required all the powers of a 
fifty horse engine in the case of the Euphrates, to 
keep her hawser from snapping, I infer, that the 
twenty horses of the Tigris would not have been 
sufficient to enable her to keep the position at the 
bank, even if the officers had succeeded in securing 


her along side of it. 


Lieutenant Lynch and Mr. Eden continued cool 


_and collected until the last moment, nor were any 
efforts wanting that skill or presence of mind could 
suggest to save the vessel in the first instance, and 
the lives in the second, when the former had failed; 


nor could any thing be more exemplary than their 


conduct, and that of all on board: searcely a word 
'was spoken, not a murmur was heard, and death 








was met with that exemplary degree of intrepidity 
and resignation which have been displayed by 
every individual throughout the arduous and trying 
service in which we have been engaged since Ja- 
nuary, 1835. ; 

Having already given a faithful account of the 
short, but eventful period of about twelve minutes 
occupied by the beginning, the progress and ter- 
mination of the hurricane, [ will conclude the pain- 
ful part of my task, by referring you to the enclos- 
ed return of the names of the valuable men who 
have been lost to his majesty and their country for 
ever. 

Very different was the result when a similar, but 
less violent gale, sent my little vessel to the bottom 
of this river in 1831; for I had not then the misery 
of deploring the loss of a single life, and my little 
schooner was afloat and continuing the descent in 
less than twelve hours; whereas, all our efforts, as 


We are therefore continuing our descent and sur- 
vey to Bussora, hoping not only to bring up the 
mail from India, within the specified time, but also, 
if it please God to spare us, to demonstrate the 
speed, economy and commercial advantages of the 
river Euprates, provided the decision of ministers 
shall be in the true spirit of Englishmen, to give it 
a fair trial, rather than abandon the original pur- 
pose in consequence of an unforeseen, and, as it 
proved, an unavoidable calamity. I have the ho- 
nor to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. R. CHESNEY, 
Colonel, commanding the expedition. 
The right hon. sir John Cam Hobhouse, bart. presi- 
dent of the board of control. 


Quphrates steamer, Anna, May 26, 1836. 

Sir: The very unexpected nature of the hurri- 
cane in which this vessel was taken on Saturda 
last, the 21st inst. and the extreme violence wit 
which it was accompanied, render it necessary that 
I should acquaint you with the circumstances as 
they affected this vessel, wid that I should lay be- 
fore you the conduct of lieutenant Cleaveland and 
Mr. Charlewood, to whose united exertions and 
skill, supported by the active exertions of a most 
willing crew, added to the great power of the en- 
gines with which this vessel is propelled, her safe- 
ty is to be attributed. 

Scarcely had we cast off from the bank, when at 
mid day on Saturday last, we in company with the 
Tigris, had stopped to take in wood, when a dense 
cloud of dust was seen to rise high into the air, on 
the right bank. For some minutes it was doubtful 








vet, have failed even to find the remains of the ves- | 


sel; not a ripple, or the slightest trace of the unfor- 
tunate Tigris, marks the spot where she went down; 
but our search has not yet terminated, and if she 
should be found without having been dashed to pie- 


whether it would not pass off to our right, but soon 
it was apparent that it would be otherwise. Pre- 
paration was made to meet the squall by furling the 
awnings, &c. 

As soon as the Tigris, which was leading, as 
usual, had cleared a reef of rocks, at this season far 
under water, she made a signal to choose a berth, 
and make fast. Hardly was the signal answered, 
when the gale began. The Tigris was rounding 
to bring up to the left bank; the Euphrates fol- 
lowed; but, as we neared the bank, I saw that the 
Tigris could not stem the gale and the current. 
She had failed to make the bank, and now was fall- 
ing off with her head outward. The Euphrates 
was compelled to back her paddles to give room. 
Our operation, as you will at once see, was full of 
danger; for it could scarcely be expected that she 
would afterward be able to gather way upon her- 
self against the violence of the elements and cur- 
rent. However, the Tigris having passed across 
her bows, we worked the engines with all power. 
The vessel took the bank with some violence, but 
did not recoil off. Instantly, Mr. Charlewood was 
ashore, followed by many men, bearing a hawser 
and light anchor. Within a few seconds a second 
anchor and chain cable had been got ashore, and 
these were followed rapidly by a second chain ca- 
ble and anchor. Lieutenant Cleaveland kept the 
engines working the whole time; notwithstanding 
which, and the anchors and cables fixed ashore, the 
vessel still drove. However, the gale was soon 
over, and the vessel was safe. 

The density of the cloud of dust excluded from 
my view the Tigris from the moment she crossed 
our bows; Mr. Fitz James, in the midst of the 
storm, reported to me, first that she was upset, that 
then she had gone down. As soon, therefore, as 
our danger had ceased, and that the Euphrates was 
secured, I sent off a party ashore, under lieutenant 
Murphy, to render what assistance he might be 
able, to the crew of our consort, while Mr. Charle- 


| wood pressed me to allow him to go by boat; this I 
'did as soon as it was safe. 


Of the remainder of this melancholy tale, of the 
total loss of the Tigris, and the few who escaped 
to find a shelter on board the Euphrates, you are 
yourself well acquainted. 

I have only to repeat, that to lieutenant Cleave- 


ces, I shall take measures to recover her with the | land and Mr. Charlewood, and indeed to the whole 
assistance of the diving bell, and other means; espe- | crew of the Euphrates, the highest praise is due. 


cially as there are many valuable instruments on 
board, in addition to the hull and machinery, and 
particularly as the Arabs here are well disposed. 





I am happy to say that the survivors of the ex- 


pedition remain as much unshaken as ever in their | 


| 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. W. BUCKNALL ESTCOURT, 
. Captain 43d light infantry. 
Colonel Chesney. 
Return of officers and men who were lost:— 


confidence regarding the final success of this un- | Lieutenant R. B. Lynch, 26th regiment; Ben, na- 


dertaking, as well as the manifest advantages, faci- | tive infantry, passenger; Ensaff Sadee, carpenter; 


lities and cheapness of this line of communication. 


n ‘ oa 6 . 
The hurricane has been, it is true, a most trying and 


| John Strathers, engineer. 


Royal artillery—Lieutenant R. Cockburn; acting 


calamitous event; but I believe it is regarded by all, sergeant R. Clark; T. Jones, gunner; Robert Tur- 
even at this early day, as having no more to do with | ner, James Moore, James Hay, do. 


the navigation of the Euphates in other respects, | 


Sappers and Miners—Achibald McDonald, pri- 


than the loss of a packet in the Irish channel, which | vate; seamen, Benjamin Gibson, John Hunter, 





*26th May. 


‘Thomas Booth, Thomas Batty, George Liddell; na- 
tives, Aboo, Wasoo, Jacoob, John, Manuel, Pedro. 
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FOREIGN CHRONICLE. 

Professor Klipstein has found, near Eppelchium, 
the head of that wonderful fossil animal, the dinothe- 
rium gigantum, probably the largest antideluvian spe- 
cies whose remains have hitherto been found. he 
head is 6 feet long and weighs 500 Ibs. The upper 
part of the fore leg was 6 feet. 


In Switzerland there is a law for indemnifying those 
who have\ been acquitted of crimes for which they 
were indicted. A man named Caples accused, at 
Berne, of being av incendiary, lately received 229 
francs for 78 days imprisonment. 


The manufacture of beet root sugar is making con- 
siderable progress in Belgium. 


There are 50 rail roads in France; in England 300 
miles completed, and 513 in progress; in America 
about 3,000 miles completed or in progress. It is 
stated that 63,000 franes were collected from the Brus- 
sels and Antwerp rail road in 20 days. 


Unaccountable fact. It has been ascertained that 
most of the suicides among military men at Paris, have 
taken pluce among those whose pecuniary circumstan- 
ces were easy, 


The widow of the immortal astronomer, La Place, 
has founded in the academy of arts and sciences, a 
perpetual prize of 215 francs to the first student leav- 
ing the Ecole Polytechnic. 

Mad. Sebastiani, the mother of Napoleon’s favorite, 
the count who is French ambassador at London, died 
recently at Cappellini, near Corsica, her residence. 


Speed of pigeons. A society of amateurs at An- 
vers, in France, lately despatched 35 of these birds 
from that place for Paris. Several prizes were to be 
awarded to the fleetest of the number. The first was 
won by the pigeon general Chasse, which accomplish- 
ed the distance, 190 miles, in 4 hours and 35 minutes. 
The second by the prince Talleyrand, time 4h. 35 
m. The third by marshal Gerard, 4h. 40m. ‘The 
fourth by Roi-de-Reme, 4 h. 41 m. The fifth by 
general Mina, 4h. 50m. The sixth by Tiger-cat, 
4h. 51m. The seventh by Willem, 4h. 52 m. 


Rail roads in Belgium. A letter from Antwerp, 
dated June 24, gives the following favorable descrip- 
tion of the rail road system in Belgium: 

“Yesterday the last train of carriages that left Brus- 
sels by the iron rail road, consisted of 35 carriages, 
drawn by two steam carriages; with at least 1,000 
passengers. ‘Uhis immense train performed the jour- 
ney in less than an hour and a half. It 4s estimated 
on a calculation, which cannot be far from the truth, 
that the number of persons who left Brussels by 
the iron rail road on Sunday and Monday last, was 
17,009; supposing that the number of persons who 
returned was equal, we have $4,000 passengers in two 
days. The conveyance of 17,000 persons by the or- 
dinary means would require above 1,000 diligences.” 


Americans abroad. The Boston Post states that 
the two most distinguished lawyers in London were 
born in Boston, viz: Lord Lyndhurst and Sargent 
Talfourd, (author of the new popular tragedy of Lon). 
The latter, we believe, has two sisters in that city 
now, while the former has a sister, the widow of the 
late Gardiner Green, esq. 

Expeditious travelling. People now go from Paris 
to Brussels in nineteen hours. Eistafette carriages of 
extremely light construction, carrying the mail and 
(wo passengers, commenced running between these 
cities about the middle of July. 


The Allremeine Zeitung. Vhe Allgemeine Zeitung 
or the Universal Gazette, is one ot the ablest daily 
prints in Europe, and probably contains the fullest 
and most accurate summary of political intelligence of 
any newspaper in the world, It is published daily, 
and printed by asteam press. It was first established 
at Ulin, in Bavaria, but was subsequently removed to 
Augsburg. It employs four or five persons in the 
work of translating from the French and English 
ournals. 


Mad dogs. There is an act of parliament said to 
be still in force in England, which has the following 
provision: ‘lf any person shall keep at large any cur 
dog, mastiff or bull dog, within filty yards of any pub- 
lic road or street, without a log of wood of the weight 
of five pounds attached to his neck, such person for 
every such offence shall forfeit the sum of 10s. and 
every constable may kill such dog.” 


Steam navigation across the Atlantic. A Liverpool 
paper announces the fact that a steam vessel of 1,200 
tons, with engines of 400 horse power, is building in 
that city for the “American and Colonial Steam Na- 
vigation company,” with the express design of being 
4 pioneer in this new undertaking. By the help of 
steam, N. York and Liverpool may easily be brought 
within 12 days distance from each other. 


1 curious circumstance is mentioned in the accounts 
from Hamburg. ‘The captain of the Liverpool, while 
on-her voyage from Bahia to Hamburg, amused him- 
self with fishing, and succeeded in capturing a large 
shark. Upon cutting it open, the greater part of the 
body of a man was discovered in the belly of the fish. 


| The account states that the captain had in his posses- 
| sion the head of the body at Hamburg. 


Utility of an English colony. No person looking 
at the situation of Gibraltar would suppose it to be 
the seat of so great a trade as it is. An immense quan- 
tity of English goods is landed here. ‘They are pur- 
chased by Spanish or other dealers, of whom the sel- 
ler asks no questions; they soon disappear from the 
town, and are secretly conveyed through various chan- 
nels, not only to every part of Spain, but across the 
Atlantic to the Spanish colonies of the new world. 


Salt. A foreign paper says—The whole of the 
salt used throughout the world is equal to about six 
millions of tons and one quarter. The commercial 
navies of America, England and France, (60,000 ves 
sels), could not convey a single year’s consumption 
of saltat £2 a ton. The yearly outlay for salt is 
£30,000,000. 


Mexican mint. A gentleman of Massachusetts, Dr. 
Jennison, of Northampton, has been appointed chief 
director of the Mexican mint, and is about to return 
to the United States, for the purpose of procuring the 
necessary machinery for coining. 


The king of Sardinia has ordered the frigate Eury- 
dica on a crauize on the coast of America; and has di- 
rected that the royal academy of sciences shall have 
every opportunity for the improvement of science. 


Messrs. Schafhaentel and Boehn, iron founders of 
Munich, have discovered a process by which the very 
worst descriptions of iron can be made equal to the 
best Swedish. The discovery is in the process of 
puddling. The inventors have taken out patents in 
England, France and other kingdoms. 


heat 


DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 
Health of New Orleans. The Vrue American of 
the 27th ult. presents a detail of the weekly reports 





city, from the Ist of May until the 20th of August. 
From this report, as compared with that of last year, 
it appears that the number of interments have con- 
siderably decreased this year. The whole number 
for the period mentioned (being nearly four months) 
we find to have been in 1835, 1,016,—and in 1836, 
765. Showing a decrease of 251, for the four months 
of the present year. 


Corn trom the northern part of New Hampshire, 
where the summers are about the shortest of any part 
of our country, was planted on the Ist day of June 
last, near Germantown, Pa. and on the Ist inst. it 
was harvested—eight acres having produced nearly 
400 bushels! 


Anthracite coal trade. From a statement in the 
Philadelphia Price Current, we learn that, from the 
opening of the navigation this season, up to the 15th 
of August, 55 brigs, 1,095 schooners, 14 barges and 
281 sloops cleared from the Schuylkill, laden with 
anthracite coal, making a total of fourteen hundred 
and sixty vessels, carrying an average of upwards of 
one hundred wns coal each. 

From the opening of the navigation to the Ist inst. 
the quantity of anthracite coal that passed Fairmount 
locks, at Philadelphia, amounted to 252,461 tons, 
brought to market from the mines in 4,969 boats, 

A writer inthe same paper states that the canals 
which have been constructed for the purpose of 
reaching the great anthracite coal ficlds of Pennsyl- 
vania, have cost upwards of twelve millions of dol- 
lars. 


Nuval. Pensacola, August 20. The U. States 
sloop of war Concord sailed on Monday last on a 
cruize, it is said, off the Balize and the Texian and 
Mexican coasts. ‘The sloop of war St. Louis sailed 
on a cruize yesterday. ‘The United States cutter Jef- 
ferson, captain Jackson, sailed hence for ‘T'ampa Bay 
on ‘Thursday last. Passengers, majors Wilson and 
Zantzinger, of the army. ‘The United States cutter 
Washington, Day, commander, arrived here yester- 
day from Indian Key. 


The president of the United States \eft Nashville on 
the 22d August, for Florence, Alabama. 

The president who has been in this city since Sa- 
turday, among his friends and relations, leaves to-day 
for Florence, Alabama, by way of Franklin and Co- 
lumbia, on a visit of business, and to the family of 
his friend and kinsman, the late gen. Coffee. 

Nashville Union. 


A large brig called the Manhattan has been launch- 
ed at Detroit, from the yard of O. Newberry. Her 
keel is 93 feet in length, her depth of hold is 12 feet, 
and her breadth of beam is 28 feet. All the inhabi- 
tants of the place were present to witness the beauti- 
ful sight, which was unattended by any accident cal- 
culated to mar the pleasures created by the excite- 
ment of a launch. 


New York post office. Mr. Barnabas Bates has re- 
signed his situation as deputy post master of the city 
of New York. Heretires ‘because the compensation 








is inadequate to the duties and respensibilities,” and 


“= 


of interments, at the different burying grounds of that | 





in perfect friendship with the postmaster and the de- 
partment. 


Dreadful accident. The Salem Landmark adds 
one more to the long list of dreadful deaths which 
have occurred by incautious approach to the rapidly 
gyrating wheels of manufactories. We learn from 
that paper that an accident of the most distressing na- 
ture occurred a short time ago, at Putnum’s ma- 
chine shop, in Mill street in that city. Mr. Jewett 
Maxfield, while engaged in turning a drum, upon the 
shaft of a steam engine, was killed instantaneously. 
He was at work near the balance wheel, which was 
situated very close to a square post or standard. It is 
supposed that he made some misstep, by which his 
head was thrown between the balance wheel and the 
post. His head was mangled in the most shocking 
manner, one side of his face and the top of his head 
being almost severed from his body. He left a wife 
and two children. 


Execution at sea. <A sailor was hung on board the 
U.S. sloop of war John Adams, at sea, near Naples, 
July 3d. He murdered one of his fellow seamen in 
a drunken frolic at Mahon, as he afterwards confess- 
ed. He was tried by a court martial. The event 
ptoduced a melancholy sensation on board the ship. 


Mob law at Troy. We understand (says the Alba- 
ny Evening Journal of Saturday) that a number of 
citizens of Troy, becoming indignant at the univer- 
sal destruction of the dogs in that city, assembled to- 
gether on Thursday evening, went in search of and 
found the persons to whom the corporation had dele- 
gated that duty, seized them and took them to a place 
agreed upon, and there furnished them with an entire 
suit of tar and feathers! Some of the persons were 
arrested, but they were immediately bailed. 


In respect to the indictment, which it was stated 
had been found against the captain and pilot of the 
steamboat Boston, which run down the ferry boat in 
the harbor of New York, the New York Courier and 
Enquirer says—No such proceeding has taken place, 
and could not have taken place, as there has been no 
grand jury in session since the event. Those indivi- 
duals have been held to bail at the police, to appear 
before the court of sessions. 


Public lands. P. T. Crutehfield, the receiver of 
public lands, at Little Rock, Arkansas, in a note to 
the editor of the Arkansas Gazette, gives the follow- 
ing statement of the sums received at his office for 
lands sold during the present year to the Ist of Au- 
gust last. 

In JaMuary,.occecccsccccccesecccccscccee HO, 116 46 
FODIUMG 50 oc ccncccacsnssceccccesabesvespeee AS 
Sree errr rrrr rrr Tr «og 
) | PPTL TROTPTTTITEPriTT TT? UR 
RAR 
GMOs wsocccceccccensocccdcesesuctcemen OO 
1... SEEPULELELEREEELEPE CEPTS 





$302,942 38 


Coal. The Miner’s Journal, of Pottsville, Pa. says 
that the whole supply of coal will probably amount 
to 700,000 tons; being an increase of 170,000 over 
last year’s supply. It also says that the apprehension 
of a scarcity of this article is without foundation, 


The corn crop. The Williamsport Banner, pub- 
lished in Washington county, Md. states that the 
prospect of the corn crop in that region is highly fa- 
vorable, and gives itas the prevailing opinion of in- 
telligent farmers of the neighborhood, that a couple 
of weeks of moderately warm weather will place the 
corn out of danger. 

The Maryland Repnblican says, ‘The appearances 
of corn and tobacco, in the lower district of Anne 
Arundel, are very promising. 


Mineral wealth of Virginia. Every day affords ad- 
ditional evidence of the great mineral wealth of the 
Old Dominion. There are several rich gold mines 
in suceessful operation, and within a short time past, 
several rich veins of copper ore have been discover- 
ed, and the brightest prospect held out to the enter- 
prizing proprietors of valuable results. The books 
of subseription for the sale of 2,500 shares in the 
Phenix copper mine in the county of Fauquier, were 
opened on Tuesday last, and the whole amount taken 
in one day by twenty-two subscribers. 


[Richmond Whig. 


Growth of New Orleans. It is said that Madame 
Pontalba, « wealthy lady of New Orleans, but now 
residing in France, is about to construct on some lots 
on the public square, a building in the style of the 
Palais Royal in Paris, with an areade, galleries, open 
space, &c. She hasasked permission of the corpora- 
tion to occupy the side walks for the colonade, not 
having sufficient depth without. 


A lunar rainbow was witnessed at Princeton, Mass. 
about half past 9 on the evening of August 19th. It 
had been raining moderately, and the moon was about 
4 hours past its first quadrature, and nearly 15 deg. 
from the western horizon. The highest point of the 
arch was between 25 and 28 degrees above the hori- 
zon. 
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